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shall include but not be limited to glass containers, plastic containers, corrugated cardboard, 

paperboard, newspapers, office, school and home paper, metal cans, as defined herein.  The 

Superintendent of Highways may, with the approval of the Town Board, designate other kinds of 

solid wastes that shall constitute recyclable material. 

 

REPEAL – OFFICE PAPER 

 

 ADD the following definitions: 

 

OFFICE, SCHOOL and HOME PAPER – All bond paper, including computer printout, stationery, 

photocopy and commercial wastepaper; school paper, envelopes; store receipts; magazines, catalogs 

and junk mail.  Staples and windowed envelopes are acceptable, but paper must be free of tape, 

rubber bands, paper clips, binders and other contaminants.  This term excludes carbon paper, 

chemical transfer paper, and non-paper materials such as Tyvek envelopes or plastic bubble wrap-

padded envelopes.    

 

PAPERBOARD-  All single layer cardboard, often coated with kaolin clay, typically found as 

packaging including cereal or other food boxes, laundry or dishwashing detergent containers, shoe 

boxes, tissue container, poster board, etc.  Paperboard must be clean, dry and free of contaminants. 

 

         

 Article III – § 97-19 Mandatory recycling requirements -   

 

B.  As a condition for obtaining any permit required by this chapter or for the use of any solid waste 

facility within the Town, or for the collection of waste from residences, businesses, organizations, 

and industries within the Town, all commercial waste collectors shall have filed a recycling plan 

with and obtained the approval of the Superintendent of Highways. This plan shall set forth the 

procedures, means and methods by which said commercial waste collector shall perform or require 

the separation from the solid waste so collected of recyclable materials. Each plan must require that 

recyclables from residential waste will be collected as often and on the very same day as the other 

residential waste collected by said commercial waste collector. Such plan shall also provide a 

schedule for the regular collection of recyclables from commercial waste. 

C. In all instances, except where the commercial waste collector shall itself perform waste separation 

as defined herein, said commercial waste collector shall require its customers to separate recyclable 

waste at its source or generation point. Each commercial waste collector shall provide its residential 

customers with at least one Town-approved plastic bin or container, minimum 14 gallons in 

capacity, for the placement of recyclables prior to their collection by the commercial waste collector. 

Each commercial waste collector shall provide its commercial customers with Town-approved and 

appropriately sized dumpster(s) for the placement of recyclables prior to their collection by the 

commercial waste collector; these dumpsters must be physically separate from, and clearly labeled 

and distinguished from dumpster(s) designated for the collection of other solid waste. 

D.  Each commercial waste collector shall, as a condition of maintaining a permit required by this 

chapter, file with the Superintendent of Highways written reports, at least every 90 days, containing 

any requested amendments to the collector's recycling plan, which shall be subject to the approval of 

the Superintendent of Highways, and also report concerning the amount of solid waste collected or 

http://ecode360.com/?custId=BE1011&guid=8992258&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=BE1011&guid=8992259&j=23
http://ecode360.com/?custId=BE1011&guid=8992260&j=23
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transported by the commercial waste collector and further quantifying the amount of each recyclable 

collected and the location and manner of the disposal of such recyclable materials. 

F.  No solid waste will be accepted by any solid waste management facility within the Town of 

Bethlehem, nor shall any solid waste generated within the Town of Bethlehem be transported for 

disposal outside of the Town, if it contains recyclables which are mixed or commingled with other 

solid waste. 

  

 SEVERABILITY 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, article or part of this chapter shall be adjudged by any 

court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the 

remainder thereof but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section, 

article or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been 

rendered. 

 EFFECTIVE DATE: 

 

 This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 
 





















TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
Agenda Attachment Release Exemption Checklist 

In accordance with the policy set forth by the Town Board on October 13, 2010, prior to a Town Board meeting the Town 
Clerk 0r designee, may deny public access to records that fall into the following exempt categories. As the Department 
Head, if you feel that the attachment for your agenda item falls within one of these categories, please check the line next 
to the category you feel the attachment falls into. The checklist will then be posted instead of the attachment. If the Town 
Clerk or designee disagrees with your assessment, the Town Clerk or designee will contact you prior to the release of any 
information. 

_____ Federal or State Exemption – items that are specifically exempted from disclosure by state or federal statute. 

_____ Personal Information – information that, if disclosed would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy under the provisions of the State Public Officers Law section Article 6 and 6-A. Also, for the intents of 
this policy, disclosure of any record related to a minor shall not be subject to disclosure. 

_____ In-Progress Contract Information – Information that would impair present or imminent contract awards or 
collective bargaining negotiations provided that in the case of contract awards upon opening of bids in a 
competitive procurement such possible impairment will be considered extinguished. 

_____ Trade Secrets – items that are trade secrets or are submitted to an agency by a commercial enterprise and which 
if disclosed would cause substantial injury to the competitive position of the subject enterprise – provided that 
materials that fall under this category are trade secrets which are clearly and specifically delineated to the Town 
of Bethlehem in writing by the commercial enterprise. 

_____ Law Enforcement Documents – Information that is compiled for law enforcement purposes and which, if 
disclosed, would: 

a. interfere with law enforcement investigations or judicial proceedings; 
b. deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or impartial adjudication; 
c. identify a confidential source or disclose confidential information relating to a criminal 

investigation; or 
d. reveal criminal investigative techniques or procedures, except routine techniques and procedures 

_____ Life or Safety – Information that could endanger the life or safety of any person, entity or critical infrastructure. 

_____ Examination questions – Examination questions or answers which are requested prior to the final 
administration of such questions. 

_____ IT Security Reasons – Information that would jeopardize the Town’s capacity to guarantee the security of its 
information technology assets, with such assets encompassing both electronic information systems and 
infrastructures. 

 

Item on the Agenda 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________ 

Department Head 



Sam Messina
Town Supervisor

Suzanne Traylor
Comptroller

TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
Albany County - New York

Comptroller’s Office
445 DELAWARE AVENUE

DELMAR, NEW YORK 12054
(518) 439-4955 x1128
Fax: (518) 439-5808

Email: straylor@townofbethlehem.org

MEMORANDUM

TO: Supervisor Messina & Members of the Town Board

FROM: Suzanne Traylor

DATE: 15 December 2010

SUBJECT: 10 month interim financial update and expected year-end results

The attached reports provide an interim financial update for the Town Board, as per the established
schedule.

Revenue and Expenditure Highlights

 Sales tax revenue: Third quarter sales tax revenue came in at $2,365,829, approx. $78,807
more than last year’s amount. 2010 sales tax revenue to date is approx. $37,232 more than
2009 revenues. The trend analysis below shows a steady increase each quarter since the drop in
revenue the Town experienced during the third quarter of 2009 – all positive indicators that 4th

quarter sales tax should be higher than 4th quarter results of 2009.

% Change in Sales Tax for each quarter since June 30, 2009:

2nd qtr 2009 2,347,464
3rd qtr 2009 2,287,022 -2.6%
4th qtr 2009 2,304,292 0.8%
1st qtr 2010 2,322,102 0.8%
2nd qtr 2010 2,350,260 1.2%
3rd qtr 2010 2,365,829 0.7%

 Mortgage tax: Mortgage recording tax of $498,303 for the first half of 2010 was $22,757 higher
than the 2009 revenue for this same period. Mid-year analysis predicted mortgage tax to be
close if not equal to the $1,200,000 budgeted for 2010. However, Albany County recently
reported the Town’s mortgage tax share for the second half of 2010 to be $492,892 which is
14.8% less than 2009 revenues and $208,805 less than the 2010 budget. Please refer to the
chart on the next page
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Mortgage Tax Trends since 2007:

1st half 2007 539,073
2nd half 2007 699,156

Total 1,238,229
1st half 2008 697,799
2nd half 2008 603,015

Total 1,300,814 5.05%
1st half 2009 475,546
2nd half 2009 687,065

Total 1,162,611 -10.62%
1st half 2010 498,303
2nd half 2010 492,892

991,195 -14.74%

 The Town recognized approx. $144,000 in additional revenue from Time Warner Cable for past
“fee for fee” revenue not previously awarded the Town.

 Other major revenues appear to be within the ranges we anticipated for the 2010 budget year.
Third quarter trends appear to support the assumptions made during the 2011 budget
workshop process.

 Expenditures in most departments are within budget as Town departments have continued to
reign in discretionary spending.

A summary of projected year-end results is attached – See Appendix A

Revenue and Expenditure Highlights – Highway Fund
The Highway Fund is expected to end in balance or with a slight surplus. Please refer to Appendix A.

Revenue and Expenditure Highlights – Water and Sewer Funds

 Water and sewer revenue is directly tied to weather activity. Wet years tend to lower utilization
and cause water revenues to decline while at the same time increasing storm water run-off and
water/sewer treatment costs. Likewise, dry years tend to increase utilization and cause water
and sewer revenues to increase. Late summer and early fall of 2010 were warm months, and
water consumption increased. The Water Fund is expected to end in balance and the Sewer
Fund will end with a slight surplus.
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Appendix A

Town of Bethlehem Fund Balance Projections as of October 31, 2010

General Highway Water Sewer

Budgeted Revenue
$17,484,470 $6,747,503 $9,670,100 $4,537,680

Budgeted Expenses
18,058,097 7,098,943 10,019,685 4,989,558

Budgeted Surplus (Shortfall)
(573,627) (351,440) (349,585) (451,878)

Projected Revenue
16,272,119 6,644,770 9,003,187 4,484,871

Projected Expenditures
17,084,011 6,415,442 9,058,355 4,015,234

Estimated Surplus (Shortfall)
(811,892) 229,328 (55,168) 469,637

Beginning Fund Bal, 1/01/10
3,902,087 1,703,174 2,761,169 2,113,442

Projected Fund Bal, 12/31/10
$3,090,195 $1,932,502 $2,706,001 $2,583,079

Required Fund Balance (based on
15% budgeted appropriations)

2,708,715 1,064,841 1,502,953 748,434

Fund Balance Available
$381,480 $867,661 $1,203,048 $1,834,645

Note – the above schedule is an estimate of year-end surplus and/or shortfall. Final results will be
presented with the year-end audited Financial Statements in June of 2011.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.



Sam Messina
Town Supervisor

Suzanne Traylor
Comptroller

TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
Albany County - New York

Comptroller’s Office
445 DELAWARE AVENUE

DELMAR, NEW YORK 12054
(518) 439-4955 x1128
Fax: (518) 439-5808

Email: straylor@townofbethlehem.org

MEMORANDUM

TO: Supervisor Messina & Members of the Town Board

FROM: Suzanne E. Traylor

DATE: 15 December 2010

SUBJECT: Budget Transfers for 2010

REQUESTED ACTION

The following list summarizes proposed budget transfers for year-end, for which your approval is
required. All of the transfers are essentially reclassifications from under-expended to over-expended
categories:

GENERAL FUND TRANSFERS

Town Board: 1010 110-1010-511-61-12 1,900.00 Printed Materials

1010 110-1010-511-15-05 301.00 Employees Retirement System

Justice: 1110 110-1110-512-11-01 (6,080.90) Full Time Salaries

1110 110-1110-512-23-02 6,080.90 Equipment & Furniture

Comptroller: 1315 110-1315-515-23-02 (500.00) Equipment & Furniture

110-1315-515-23-03 515.00 Hardware/Software

1315 110-1315-515-35-11 (15.00) Other Contract Services

Tax Collector: 1330 110-1330-515-11-01 (12,752.00) Full Time Salaries

1330 110-1330-515-15-03 12,752.00 Health Insurance

Assessment: 1355 110-1355-515-33-40 23,300.00 Appraisers

Town Clerk: 1410 110-1410-511-11-01 (10,000.00) Full Time Salaries
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Town Clerk (cont.): 1410 110-1410-511-13-03 (2,000.00) Health in Lieu

1410 110-1410-511-23-03 1,836.00 Hardware & Software

1410 110-1410-511-15-03 (4,000.00) Health Insurance

1410 110-1410-511-15-05 (11,620.00) Employee Retirement System

Legal: 1420 110-1420-511-35-11 (8,000.00) Other Contract Services

Human Resources: 1430 110-1430-515-34-12 (5,660.00) Software Support Fees

1430 110-1430-515-15-03 7,105.00 Health Insurance

Records Management: 1460 110-1460-511-61-13 26.00 Office Supplies & Misc.

Public Information: 1480 110-1480-513-61-12 6,031.00 Printed Materials

Shared Services: 1620 110-1620-517-11-01 28,000.00 Full Time Salaries

1620 110-1620-517-62-11 (28,000.00) Natural Gas

Signs & Signals: 5020 110-5020-525-35-11 (2,000.00) Other Contract Services

5020 110-5020-525-15-07 2,000.00 Workers Compensation

Sanitation: 5060 110-5060-578-35-11 (6,400.00) Other Contract Services

5060 110-5060-578-15-07 6,400.00 Workers Compensation

Senior Services: 6772 110-6772-561-11-01 (5,800.00) Full Time Salaries

6772 110-6772-561-61-20 5,800.00 Program Expenses

Youth Court: 7310 110-7310-552-35-11 781.00 Other Contract Services

Net Change to General Fund Budget - 0 - -

HIGHWAY FUND TRANSFERS

General Road Repair: 5011 210-5011-531-66-12 (12,825.00) Road Materials
Permanent
Improvements: 5012 210-5012-536-24-01 12,825.00 Roads & Bridges

Machinery: 5030 210-5030-533-23-02 7,500.00 Equipment & Furniture

5030 210-5030-533-43-12 (7,500.00) Vehicle Mtce incl car wash
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Brush & Leaves: 5040 210-5040-534-35-11 (5,000.00) Other Contract Services

5040 210-5040-534-15-07 5,000.00 Workers Compensation

Net Change to Highway Fund Budget - 0 - -

WATER FUND TRANSFERS

Water Administration: 8510 220-8510-571-33-10 (27,000.00) Attorneys

Planning Board: 8520 220-8520-572-23-02 (43,000.00) Equipment & Furniture

8520 220-8520-572-46-11 70,000.00 Taxes: Town New Scotland

Net Change to Water Fund Budget - 0 - -

SEWER FUND TRANSFERS

Sewer Treatment: 8545 230-8545-573-62-14 (5,000.00) Oil

8545 230-8545-573-15-03 5,000.00 Health Insurance

Net Change to Sewer Fund Budget - 0 - -

I expect there to be one final budget transfer request after year end numbers are determined. Feel free
to contact me if you have any questions in this regard.
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to the category you feel the attachment falls into. The checklist will then be posted instead of the attachment. If the Town 
Clerk or designee disagrees with your assessment, the Town Clerk or designee will contact you prior to the release of any 
information. 

_____ Federal or State Exemption – items that are specifically exempted from disclosure by state or federal statute. 

_____ Personal Information – information that, if disclosed would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy under the provisions of the State Public Officers Law section Article 6 and 6-A. Also, for the intents of 
this policy, disclosure of any record related to a minor shall not be subject to disclosure. 

_____ In-Progress Contract Information – Information that would impair present or imminent contract awards or 
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competitive procurement such possible impairment will be considered extinguished. 
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materials that fall under this category are trade secrets which are clearly and specifically delineated to the Town 
of Bethlehem in writing by the commercial enterprise. 
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disclosed, would: 

a. interfere with law enforcement investigations or judicial proceedings; 
b. deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or impartial adjudication; 
c. identify a confidential source or disclose confidential information relating to a criminal 
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d. reveal criminal investigative techniques or procedures, except routine techniques and procedures 

_____ Life or Safety – Information that could endanger the life or safety of any person, entity or critical infrastructure. 
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administration of such questions. 
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information technology assets, with such assets encompassing both electronic information systems and 
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