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Tonight’s AgendaTonight s Agenda

• BackgroundBackground

• Bicycle and Pedestrian Priority Network

l i d l• Planning Board Role

• Evaluation Process for New Pathway 
Investment

• Questions/Comments/



BackgroundBackground

• Comprehensive Plan (2005)Comprehensive Plan (2005)
– Maintain and enhance pedestrian connections

Provide adequate bicycle facilities– Provide adequate bicycle facilities

– Maintain and improve walkability

P TH 4 B thl h C itt (M h 2009)• PaTHs 4 Bethlehem Committee (March 2009)
(PaPathways TTo HHomes, HHamlets and HHealthy HHearts)

– Address Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility 



Bicycle and Pedestrian Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Priority NetworkPriority NetworkPriority NetworkPriority Network
•• +/+/‐‐ 100 mile network100 mile network

•• Major travel routesMajor travel routes

•• Desirable bike/Desirable bike/pedped corridorscorridors

•• Connect major destinationsConnect major destinations

ApplicationsApplications
•• Grant ApplicationsGrant Applications
•• Evaluation ProcessEvaluation Process

•• Land Use ReviewLand Use ReviewLand Use ReviewLand Use Review



PaTHsPaTHs Committee ResolutionCommittee Resolution

“The Town Planning Board “The Town Planning Board 
shall refer to the Bicycle and shall refer to the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Priority Network Pedestrian Priority Network 
as a planning tool to assist in as a planning tool to assist in 
determining the need for determining the need for 
bicycle and pedestrian bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations during its accommodations during its 
review of site plan and review of site plan and 
subdivision applications, subdivision applications, 
(and other applications)(and other applications)””

Town Board Approval Nov. 24, 2010Town Board Approval Nov. 24, 2010
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WWHATHAT COULDCOULD THISTHIS NETWORKNETWORK LOOKLOOK LIKELIKE??

SIDEWALKSSIDEWALKS SIGNAGESIGNAGE CROSSWALKS/PED SIGNALSCROSSWALKS/PED SIGNALS

SHARED USE PATHSSHARED USE PATHS YIELD TO YIELD TO 
PEDESTRIAN SIGNSPEDESTRIAN SIGNS

ADA COMPLIANT FACILITIESADA COMPLIANT FACILITIES



WWHATHAT COULDCOULD THISTHIS NETWORKNETWORK LOOKLOOK LIKELIKE??

SHARE THE ROAD SIGNSSHARE THE ROAD SIGNS BIKE LANESBIKE LANESWIDENED SHOULDERSWIDENED SHOULDERS

SHARROW LANE MARKINGSSHARROW LANE MARKINGSBIKE RACKSBIKE RACKS



WWHATHAT ISIS THETHE PLANNINGPLANNING

BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE??



PPLANNINGLANNING BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE

Subdivision Regulations Subdivision Regulations §§103103‐‐55
•• To promote the safe and convenient circulation of To promote the safe and convenient circulation of 
vehiclesvehicles and pedestriansand pedestrians and to promote the efficientand to promote the efficientvehicles vehicles and pedestriansand pedestrians, and to promote the efficient , and to promote the efficient 
design, location and construction of roads, streets, design, location and construction of roads, streets, 
sidewalks, pathwayssidewalks, pathways, and driveways so as to , and driveways so as to 
accommodate current and future needsaccommodate current and future needsaccommodate current and future needs. accommodate current and future needs. 

•• The applicant shall provide the following The applicant shall provide the following pp p gpp p g
improvements when required by the Planning Board: improvements when required by the Planning Board: 
SidewalksSidewalks, paved streets, storm/sanitary system, paved streets, storm/sanitary system

Site Plan RegulationsSite Plan Regulations
•• Zoning District Design Guidelines: Encourage the Zoning District Design Guidelines: Encourage the 
installation of installation of sidewalkssidewalks



PPLANNINGLANNING BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE –– PEDESTRIANPEDESTRIAN

SIDEWALKSSIDEWALKS CROSSWALKSCROSSWALKS

SHARED USE PATHSSHARED USE PATHS ADA COMPLIANT FACILITIESADA COMPLIANT FACILITIES



PPLANNINGLANNING BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE –– PEDESTRIANPEDESTRIAN



PPLANNINGLANNING BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE –– PEDESTRIANPEDESTRIAN

Sidewalk continued across driveway accessSidewalk continued across driveway access 
to emphasize pedestrian use of the space.



PPLANNINGLANNING BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE –– BICYCLEBICYCLE

WIDENED SHOULDERSWIDENED SHOULDERS

BIKE RACKSBIKE RACKS



PPLANNINGLANNING BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE –– BICYCLEBICYCLE

Refer to Bicycle Parking Bicycle Parking 
GuidelinesGuidelines – Association of 
Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Professionals



PPLANNINGLANNING BOARDBOARD’’SS ROLEROLE –– PEDPED//BIKEBIKE



HHHHOWOW WILLWILL THETHE TOWNTOWN

DEVELOPDEVELOP ANDAND PRIORITIZEPRIORITIZE

PATHWAYPATHWAY IMPROVEMENTSIMPROVEMENTS??PATHWAYPATHWAY IMPROVEMENTSIMPROVEMENTS??



Town of Bethlehem
Evaluation Process forEvaluation Process for 

New Pathway Investment
Procedures /Users GuideProcedures /Users Guide



Evaluation Process PurposeEvaluation Process Purpose

• Tool to assist the Town in prioritizing pathwayTool to assist the Town in prioritizing pathway 
investment projects

• Provides a formal evaluation that quantifies• Provides a formal evaluation that quantifies 
the merits of proposed pathway projects

A fi l i d i i k• A first step…not ultimate decision maker

• Evaluation process to be used on proposed 
projects within public right‐of‐way

• Improve a roadway’s safety and efficiency for p y y y
pedestrian and bicycle users



Evaluation Process for New Pathway Investment 
STEP 1:STEP 1:

SCREENING 

STEP 2:STEP 2:

LOCATED ON PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE NETWORK MAP

RECOMMENDED BY TOWN PLAN OR STUDY

CALCULATE ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTSTEP 2:STEP 2:

COST

STEP 3:STEP 3:

$$$$

COMPLETE BENEFITS EVALUATION
SAFETY

STEP 4:STEP 4:
BENEFITS

SAFETY
•VOLUME
•SPEED
•CROSSINGS & INTERSECTIONS
•ACCESS CONFLICTS

CALCULATE TOTAL 
SCORE BASED ON 
PATHWAY SCORING 

MATRIX•ACCESS CONFLICTS
•LACK OF EXISTING FACILITIES

DESTINATIONS
POTENTIAL FOR PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE ACTIVITY

•POPULATION DENSITY

MATRIX

REVISE COSTREVISE COSTPOPULATION DENSITY
•POTENTIAL USERS

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION

REVISE COST REVISE COST 
SCORESCORE

BASED ON TOWN BASED ON TOWN 
SHARE AND SHARE AND 
REVISE TOTALREVISE TOTALSTEP 5:STEP 5:

LEVERAGE LEVERAGE 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

IDENTIFY TOWN SHARE 
FEDERAL/STATE GRANT PROGRAM
DEVELOPER SHARE

REVISE TOTAL REVISE TOTAL 
SCORESCORE
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STEP 3:STEP 3: COMPLETE BENEFITS EVALUATION TABLE
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75 75 
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Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!


