
TOWN .BO.l\.RD.
OECEMSER 30, 1996

A special meeting of the Town Boar? of the Town of Bethlehem was
held on the above date at the Town Hall, 445 Delaware ~venue, Delmar,
NY. The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor at 7:30 p.m.

I·..• '

PRESENT: Sheila Fuller, Supervisor
Freeman T. Putney, Councilman
George Lenhardt, Councilman
Doris M. Davis, Councilman
Robert C. Johnson, COUncilman
Bernard Kaplowitz, Esq., TOwn Attorney
Kathleen A. Newkirk, Town Clerk

I

I

supervisor Fuller welcomed everyone to the special meeting of
the Bethlehem Town Board. The first item was to acknowledge receipt
of the Report of Examination from the State Comptroller. She asked
if there were any questions or comments. She noted there was a
response prepared and said this is not a new issue to the Town. She
said in 1992, they cited the same matters especially on the HUD
program. She said the response will be sent following the meeting.

Supervisor Fuller said we are in excellent shape, noting that
she and the Comptroller did have an exLt interview with the State
Comptroller's staff. Supervisor Fuller noted the Comptroller's
office deserves a round of applause for a job well done.

Councilman Putney had a question regarding the response to the
second item in terms of the separition of duties. He asked if the
proposed solution was told to the auditors and asked if they reacted
in any way. Comptroller Kehoe said they were told. Councilman
Putney again asked if there was any reaction. comptroller Kehoe said
they have to make the comment, it has been a comment in the past, I:

they have made it for other municipalities, therefore, they must m~te
this comment. She said she does not understand the logic in .,\
repeatedly making a comment when a good case has been made for
controls being adequate. She said they are asking the Supervisor's
secretary to stuff the mail, noting there are over 100 a week, some,
weeks there are 200 or 300. She said the other towns that she talJ~d

to that have been dealt out this finding, did not agree with it but
they have the staffing so that they could do it. She said they send
the Supervisor'S secretary up to the Comptroller'S office or whatever
to do this.

councilman Putney asked along the same line, is the independe~t

auditor, who audits the books, been aware of the criticize and our
proposed response. Comptroller Kehoe said they haven't found
anything. Councilman Putney said it was implied but he was not su~

if that was addressed. Comptroller Kehoe said their testing revealed
no problem with the system either and the independent a~itors did
not make any suggestions on how it can be improved. Sh~ said therfJ
are multiple check points. Councilman Putney said they ~ere aware of
the fact that the Comptroller's Department had made that· suggestioIl.
comptroller Kehoe said yes. J

councilman Johnson said he d~es some professional auditing
himself and he said one thing that auditors do not like to do., is to
turn in a report and say that everything is absolutely.perfect, that
they could not find anything. Resaid they almost never will do
that. They will find something and that is the way he reads this.
Supervisor Fuller said that is their job.

comptroller Kehoe asked if the Board wished the first paragraph
changed to read that this is per review.of the Town Board.
supervisor Fuller answered in the affirmative.

The motion was made by Mr. Putney and seconded by Mr. Johnson to
approve the response to the State Comptroller'S office indicating it
had been reviewed by the Town Board. The motion wa~ passed by the
following vote:

Acknowledge
receipt of
Report of
Examination
from State
Comptro'ller



,Mrs. Ful,ler, l:!r.Putney, Mr,Lenhardt, Mrs. Davis,
Mr. Johnson.
None.

Ayesl.

Noes:

Thlil motion was madebyMJ:"s. Davis and seconded by Mr. Putney to
approve the transfer of funds as requested by the Chief of Police,
Richard LaChappellei as follows:

Th.e next item was a request from Ri:chard LaChappelle, Chief of
Police, for approval of Transfer of Funds •

Chief of
J;'olice

.approval
transfer
of funds

'The motion wae passed by thefo1lowing vote:

$3,000 from Contingency to Police 1\3120.,1
$16,300 from 1910;.4 to Police 1\.3120.4
$.5,000 from A3.510 .• 1 to POliceA3,120.1
$1,150 from A3020.1 todommuI)ications A3020.4
$7,400 from A3020~Lto PoliceA3120.4
$2, \500 from 1',3020.1 to conunun.icatione A3020. 2
$.3,,000 fro/llAJ510;2 to ·Polic.e A312'O.4
$4,500 from A312q.2to Police 1\.3120.4.

Ii

Mr. Putney,. Mr., Lenhardt, Mrs. Davis,Ayee:

The motion was made by Mrs. Davis and second~dby Mr. Johnson to
apprbvet,heiear end budget transfers as requested by ComptrOller
JUdith~eihoean~list~<:lin hermemorandl,lmdated December 27, 1996.
The motion was paEisedby ,the following vote:

COll\ptr: oJ ler request from the Comptroller, JUQith Kehoe,
request fol;' appro"alof year enQ bUQgEi'ttranefEi'rs,creation of Capital
approvaL of ReservEi' F\.1nd!,an~ ,supplEi'mental appropriation.

year end budget
t 'f Councilman. Putney questioned,onthe ,purposes of the 2 reserves,
rans.ers llskingifthey had to be,used:£or the splilcific .purposes listed.

Compt~oller Kehoe .said they did not.

Mr. Putney, "Mr • Lenhardt, Mrs .Davis,

Thefollowipg resolution\\laspreeented to establish a Capital
Reserve Fund~ ,

••

The"foregoing'raSOl1,ltion was preseotedforadoption by Mr.
sec.onded by Mr. Putney.and paseedby the follo\\liog vote:

R/llSOI,l.JTION TO,ESTABLISH .CA);>ITl\.L RESERVE FUND
FORGIllNERAL ,FiJNOIMPROVE;MENTS AND EQUIPMENT

, :,-" ,':, - -.-', . :."

:RESOLVll:D,t.hat pu~stianttosect.icin"'(5'-C of t.heGeper:a1'M\lnicipal
Law, .asa!Dended'theTownBoardof ,the Town of .. Bethlehem ddes,heteby
establishacapit;al Reaerv~Fundtofinancethe cost o£ the,
constrl1ctionaridl:,?r: ac.qufsition of. GenerlllFund by-ilding impr.ove!Dents
and/or: Gener 1F~nd eq\lipment •. ' .' , .

TheSuper;visorisher:e,bydirectedtodepoeitmc:ineys of this
res~r;~e>£und ina separate bank account, to !:Ie known as. the Gener:al
FundCap~t~l Reserva Fund,. . '. . ' .

Tne;S!1p",rV;ili1or ieauthodl!led toipvest, fr.c:im time to time ,the
, moneyeo£ this fund pur,sual1t .tosection,Uof .t\:le General M\loicipal
'Law. .

.. ' " . . f.!oexpendiblre.shlll.l bem~de.£Fom.~hi!3f\ln<:l, . except upon
'al,\;t;l\c:irlz~:tiipn{of,., this .Qoar~1?,\lr:'lI\,1~n:t.t;o,~ei;:.:tiPI1..•...6,-c... O£. t.ry!il .• q~l1e.r; B:1';,.'.'
~1\ri.i¢:~pal,·~aw/'and8{ibj ect to ~erlntBs iv~r';ferendum '. 't's re~l..te(\ by;' '
.law. ' " '

Resolution
establish
Captial
Res.erve Fund



••••.~:

Ayes: Mrs.F~ller, Mr. Lenhardt, Mr. P~tney,Mrs. Davis,
Mr. Johnson.

Noes: None.
Absent: None.

The following resolution was presented for adoption.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Town Law Section 112, .the To..,n Bo.ard
does hereby approve a supplemental appropriat.i.on.i.nthe amount of
$720,!jOO,fromunapppopriatedcash surplu~ within.theGeneralFund.
The purpose of said appropriation shall be to finance the creation of
the General Fund Capital Reserve Fund, in the amount oL$699,OOO; and
to partially.·.finance the addition of moneys to the existing Parks and
Recreation Capital Reserve Fund in the amount of $21,500.

The foregoing resolution was presented for adoption by Mr. Johnson,
seconded by Mrs.' Dayis, and passe¢lby the following vot~:

Ayes: Mrs. Fuller, Mr. Putney, Mr. Lenhardt, Mrs. Davis,
Mr •. Johnson.

Noes: None.
Absent: None.

Supervisor', Fuller noted .this is plallning for the future.

The next item was to consider adoption of a resolution
authorizing use. of. cafJital Reserye Funds' as requested by David
Austin, Admin.i.strator, Parks & Recreat.i.on.Department.

,PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE ISaEREBY GIVEN that the Town 'Board of· the 'rown of
Bethl~hamin the> county. of Albany, S~ateof New York has on the 30th
day .. of .Decelllber 1996, duly. adppted,subject toa perm.i.ssive
referendum, .a' resolut:ion 'as follows':

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town Of Bethlehem has determined
that it ilil necessary to construgt a boat launch at Henry Hudson Park;
and

WHEREAS,· it is.estimiltedthat the costs of said work will be
appi'oximatelY S101,00Q; .and

.~ftEB.EAS,·inrec.C)gniti9nofth~ElE!needlil!fpndlilfors,!,cl:J,
cons~uction are in the Recreat,ion Capital Relilerve Account;

NOW, TftEREFORE,BE ITRESOLVEoth/it it is in tbe pUblic interest
to completethilil boat la\.lnch project; and

BElT FURTHERRJ;lSOLVED,that the Town Board autbori·zes the
expenditure of the reserve monies to fund this project up to a
maxilYl~mam6!intof$101,000; and

BE IT FURTHER RESoLVED , tbattheTownG<;>rtlPtroller is author i:z:ed
to expend from the R~cre~ti99ca~i~a~Re~erveA~co~ntthe funds
necessary up to$101,000in saidreserve fund; and.

This resoll\tion sbal.l be SUl;>ject 1;;0 /l.. permissive referendum, as
permitted l;>y law.

: 'The motion to'adopt the ,resoll,ltionwas lYlade l;>yMr.Putney, was
seconded by Mr. Lenhardt and duly adopted .bythe fo;uowing v9te:

Ayes: Mrs .. ' F~ller, Mr. Putney, Mr. Lenhardt, Mrs. Davis,
Mr. Jobnson.

Noes: None.
Absent: None •

•'..AustJ.n~~saE!k~d •H,he .had~ri.antic,ipat~ddate..fort he
opening of the launch. Mr. Austin Elaid'it was ..,eather dependent
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PUb\~C! Wotks
apP~AYlJl end
of ,.eat-budget
transl1er' Sewel
Depawnent

.Executive
ses&,io1;l

'no .·fo([[Ia1
action taken

',:.;--

.. ~: ".':

Mr.B., ):ul1Elr, ':Mr;, putl'ley"Mr.~·Lel)h'!rdt, .Mrs.D'!vis,
Mri,'Jb'lmson; .

.,i:ldnl;l: 'Noes,

• I ~ _.•

;;",.'

"',~': "';;"':r ~;--,"";~:.r.~~~':;i

" ,:The f Ol10W'iP9:';i~~.'~a:~~~::"ie~~~$t;,f:~PIl\;:"~:iuce se(;br.,:c()mn;'i~ s iQnj;r
'of'PubUc Works, tor ~p'proialof:.pa;rtia{Z:el~aseof :~ecu;'ity'bond for

~ West,land Park~ect..ion 3.' ">," ..'. ,', :'

. ';'.-.~-, . -

mot:ion to· meet' in .Exec'utive
specia,i Mft~t~n9:tocii~c;:,\.iJ'l~,

.:..).;~'... : .'.. J.~'_,- "-"----:.~-?--.-. :.'-.--'.--;..
-'i· -, ~ ;;-:: ....:.. ,..', ~~. ~:.

. 'Th13 rilaxtt,tein~aei a: re~il'estfroin'coilimiEisioner of' PUblic workli';
'E1,,"UCe'Se,\:qrj~':far '!pprova1' 01; end of Y'fJ~:t budget .transfe·r/3 fOr t\1e
sew~r Dep~~tlJl~nt: .'

fjveryone'

:Ayes: ,'.:~;:':j~h~;:~:M~. Putney, )Ir . .Lenh'!rdt, Mrs .D~Vii:~

~toe~:'Nqne. < • :':: ,;"

". ., ....
j~. .

, /''''The "riio'ti6h ".;~s 'ii.~cle: byi Mr . pti~iley. a;;d s,:i"onded' by Mr.' Johnson ,to
approve'tn~:rele.:aaEi,o;f:'$B, aOb: "fro[[lt\1~,:, .se.curity ,bond for;W~s;tl",..nd·
park"seC;'tioil,':3,o' " ~he '[[Ioti.?'f~w'as;p~:s~ed;'~.y.tbE!fOii~W'i,ng:,vote.::" '

AyeSc: Mrs.' Fulleribir§"putney; Mr,o,LenQa,rdt, Mrs. Daii;'~:
Mr.. Jqhnson.

r'~eEi:.~?n,e:'

:':'-.~--: ·I::).};:~'''-.~--;; '.~

,;:~~l'i~:~:~~~::.~::~:;~::~~::::tT;;~~~::~~••. ;;d~::6~.~~:,;~~·:', 6~~~~:i:~~~b""
$10,000 fr~maci~~n~Fe316~~ Eqti1PI1lEint'·~bk~346';4"'dbriiractu~i';;f?,'i.,
$3".000 fr9lJl.~CcOU(lt F83ip,.2;Equipment,J:O F8340.1persona1services; ,
$15,0.00 froril ilc'c::'unt FB330.,4 ·conh:aCtual, to FB330.. 4 cpntr'!ctual';

, . '. The motiQnl1~s [[I;c;ie;b~':Mr.. L~(Ill,ifdf;~~nd, sec';~de'd by . Mrs .':D~v,i;S ...
.ho ~pprovl(l the yearendbudgettransfersfort\1e Se\'le.r;Diat,rictas
re~ested, oy:.Bruce:secor, 'cql"mh:s10ner' qf: PllbUc wor~,!".as fal·lows:

"'.,' " "."',.,j,,;,,. ,'" ";:' .' ".....

·····.;iiiz~~~!#~~I~r~1i~i~:l~1:fE~~~¥;;:
., 'i'])~~:~~€~o;{~~:~fiP'~~~~d?~~.:,t,h~';io,i&l;t;ifg:'{jf~~e:.';' ..'''.,

The., motion ,waifrn.ade. by; Ml;..,. ',Da,vi,,,;andseconded,:.by.l{r. Putneyt'"
m,,~tinEx~,c:ut:iye$l3.siJ,i6~f'b:ilowi,ng,tl1j;)pl().!'leof•the ..' SpeciCl,l MeeUn.g
to',discusspersqnnel !!,atterEi; 'The [[Ioti:~~':waspasse9'~Y the t:Qi16~in9
:"Ot.e,: '. " . ·,.4· '" .' . ' ,"., .

'.- ,> ,.~

;:,);~~i:t:~:':\t~~~~,:':;~~::;r~~~d~::" M;;
Noes; "None:. ,. ." :'
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