
TOWN BOARD
JUNE 30, 1992

A special meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Bethlehem was
held on the above date at the Town Hall, 445 Delaware Avenue, Delmar,
NY. The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor at 1:00 p.m.
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PRESENT: Kenneth J. Ringler, Supervisor

Frederick C. Webster, Councilman
M. Sheila Galvin, Councilwoman
Charles Gunner, Councilman
Sheila Fuller, Councilwoman
Bernard Kaplowitz, Esq., Town Attorney
Kathleen A. Newkirk, Town Clerk
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Supervisor Ringler called the meeting to order. He stated at
this meeting we will be discussing the Election Districts. He asked
if anyone had anything to offer. He assumed someone does.

Mrs. Galvin informed the committee she has something to offer.
She didn't know whether Mike had anything to continue with that he
started the other day. (A beeping noise went off. Mrs. Newkirk
inquired who was beeping? Supervisor Ringler requested everyone to
check their beepers. Mr. Webster said not me. Mr. Gunner informed
the committee it was his beeper. Mrs. Newkirk didn't think it was
hers.) Supervisor Ringler told Mrs. Galvin to go ahead. Mrs. Galvin
stated, first of all we have done this with a visual aid to try to
make it a little simpler in terms of she had raised questions at the
Board Meeting back on Wednesday night. As a result of those
questions, she has graciously been provided with copies, with the
enrolled, proposed number of voters in each district by Kathy and
Mike, who provided US with copies on, she believes it was Thursday of
the new proposed the new election districts she subsequently asked
for. Copies of the old currently existing election districts and she
received those on Friday. And she would like to give special thanks
to Kathy who came through in the crunch and on Sunday at 5:45 p.m.
came in provided us with a copy of the County Legislative district
maps and descriptions so it was a big help that Kathy provided them
with both the maps and descriptions because in certain instances they
do not agree, which made it more of a challenge. She however, she
would like to give thanks to all of those people because they made a
special effort to provide this material so they had the opportunity
to review it.

Mrs. Galvin continued, first of all it was her understanding at
the last meeting, that one of the issues that had been raised, had
been an issue regarding when these districts had to be filed, voted
on and delivered to the Board of Elections for final filing. She at
that time was told July 1st was the date. She was not sure what that
was based on, because in pulling the Election Law Section 4-100 and
she is leaving some of the visuals up, they had done them for display
through out so that the committee could refer to them as they go
along. Section 4-100 of the Election Law subdivision 5, in peticular
which said previously, that the changes to the Election District
shall be made on or before JUly 1st, has been amended and the
amendment which has appeared in the supplement now indicates that any
creation, consolidation, division, alteration of Election Districts,
in any year shall be made on or before January 15th and shall take
effect immediately continuing, it says except further that when
required by creation or alteration of a political subdivision other
than the election district in which candidates are to be voted on at
the next election. Such creation, consolidation, division or
alteration shall be made and shall take effect immediately upon
creation or alteration of such political subdivision, indicating no
date other then the previously referred to January 15th date.
Basically, Mrs. Galvin stated, she will leave that up for their
reference, also something that is of interest in the amendments, •••
Mr. Gunner had a question; he wanted to know if Mrs. Galvin would
accept a question. Mrs. Galvin replied, anytime he wants. Mr.
Gunner's question was, that's the January 15th following the July?
In other words, this is 92, that would be January 93. Mrs. Galvin
replied, it would appear to read that way, she could not find any
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cases directly in point on the amendment, but that would appear to be
the right way it reads.

Mrs. Galvin stated, the next point of inter~st in 4-100 and
there are several others, which we will be dealing with later', is an
election district shall contain not more than 950, registrants, or with
the approval of the County Board of Elections not more than 1[50
registrants but any election district may be divided at the
convenience of the voters and an election distridt in a city or town
may divide a block. She said these are just certain points, noting
there are other points that she will be bringing up on that as we go
along. Also, for the convenience, and she thinks this may have been
removed as 'a necessity since Kathy has already prepared the old and
the new district number on total registered voter,s with certa1n areas
marked -- for example, district 1 258 in the new ,proposed, all of
these are in new proposed, district 6 at 891, 16 ~t393, 21 a~ 900
and 26 at 1.85. She said the map and again, she s;aid she was not a
surveyor, she is not lioensed by the state of New York to draw these
neat little lines in the right places necessarily but from the
material that they had, they prepared maps, again they did not have
the official town map, they just used what they had to give you sort
of a visual aid to try and show what they are talking about.

First of all starting with the highlighted areas -- the
highlighted yellow area is the 12th county legis~ative district and
contains only district 10 of the town. The pink ,area, according to
Ms. Galvin, is the lOth county legislative district, the green
denominates the 33rd, the blue or aqua is the 35th, the uncolored or
white area in the center is the 34th and the large orange area is the
36th. She said these are the proposed county le~islative districts.
She said inside the county legislative districts, the numbers in the
circle denote the proposed new town election districts. She said the
object of this is to show which proposed town el~ction distribts are
in which county election districts. She said thts map, also .for
reference, is strictly marked to show the new co~nty electiort
districts for reference as we go along. .
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Over on another stand, is a section marked errors, Ms. Galvin
said, indicating they are not certain whether these are errors but
they appear to be errors based on the information that has been
provided to us at this point. She said the top portion comes from
the County legislative district material that ha~ been provided to
us. She said the map to the left indicates an area which is i
primarily in the new county 35th with the exception of an area at the
bottom and they will be dealing with this in more detail lat~r. She
said where you see the pink loop, that area according to the ·map is
in the new county 35th legislative district, how~ver, if you inotioe
the blaok line which denominates the border of the county legislative
district this would be the 36th, this would be the 35th, indicating
on the map. Ms. Galvin said when you read the m~ets and bounds
desoription ••• councilman Webster asked what thetloop was. ~s.

Galvin said the loop is the error in the county ~aterial. Mt.
Webster asked what it encompasses. Ms. Galvin s4id it is ba~ically
Bernard Place but the county legislative meets aqd bounds de.oription
which would govern over the map, says then southwesterly alo~g route
9W to its intersection with Hague (misspelled) Bqulevard the~

westerly in a curvilinear fashion along Hague (again misspel~ed)
Boulevard to its intersection with its intersection with Berqard
Plaoe then southwesterly along Bernard Plaoe witq its inters~otion

with Elm Avenue East. She said what thisblaok line that th~ County
has drawn on their map does, follows Hague Bouletard, it doe$ not go
over Bernard Place at all. She said it totally ~isses Berna~d Place,
therefore, since the normal fashion the meets an~ bounds gov~rnsover
the map, the map is incorrect and the looped area in pink wo~ld 1n
fact be inoluded in the 35th legislative••• the very inside would be
in the 36th legislative district not the 35th as it appears ¢n the
map which gives us a problem when you get down to their diBtiict 24.
And, again, Ms. Galvin said you will be hearing ~ore about t~is one
later.

Ms. Galvin said district 24 as proposed would include ateasin
two county legislative districts. She said thisfarea is thejnew
oounty 35th, the part marked in yellow. She sai~ the part m.rked in
black is the Bernard Plaoe area whiqh is our fri,nd, the err~r up
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here carried over because the map was incorrect that the county
provided. Therefore, Ms. Galvin said the 24th is proposed in its
interesting shape would include part of both the 35th and 36th
legislative districts. She said the next one is one that Mr. Cirillo
might be able to explain as·we go along. She said they had a mystery
and noted this one she had to say was a challenge. She said the area
outlined in red according to the map provided to US which refers to
it as map of election district number 20 dated June 19, 1992, would
appear to be the 20th and you will notice that there is a bright
yellow area in the center, this presented a challenge. She said on
the map below, new map of election district number 11, dated June 19,
1992, the yellow, the yellow fits inside the 20th. She said they had
a challenge; they were not sure whether the voters in the 11th got to
pick where they voted or whether they got to vote twice. She said
either one seemed to be an interesting choice but they were unclear
based on the material that was provided to them.

Councilwoman Galvin said now she would go onto some quick run
through of some overheads so that they can be a little more
specific. Again, she said we are back to 4-100 of the Election Law
and as she pointed out, this was subdivision 5 that was amended.
Now, she said the supplement indicates -- again as she had said -­
the January 15 and the exception language that she read before.
Supervisor Ringler asked that Ms. Galvin go over this again, now that
the Town Attorney is here. Ms. Galvin said sure, in the original
portion of 4-100 it provided that any creation, consolidation,
division, alteration of an election district in any year shall be
made on or before July 1st. She said in the supplement, subdivision
5 was amended to provide that any creation, consolidation, division,
alteration of election districts in any year shall be made on or
before January 15th and shall take effect immediately with the
exception, except further that when required by the creation or
alteration of a political subdivision, other than an election
district in which candidates are to be voted for at the next
election, such creation, consolidation, division or alteration shall
be made and shall take effect immediately upon the creation or
alteration of such political subdivision. As she understood from
Kathy, she said as of Sunday, the county maps were not filed. Ms.
Newkirk indicated she has not had notification from the Albany county
Board of Elections that they received information that these were the
approved or accepted maps. Councilman Webster said when they are
filed, they become effective immediately. Ms. Galvin said those
would become effective immediately. She said she scrounged for case
law under this but it would appear that we do not have any particular
time limit in which we have to act and we would have an opportunity
to take a look at things and at least give it some study in order to
comply with subdivision 5. She said again, there is no case law and
she defers to the Town Attorney but it is a challenge. Attorney
Kaplowitz asked Ms. Galvin what that says in her ••• Ms. Galvin said
that is a real good question, it would seem ••• Supervisor Ringler
said he was glad the lawyers were having a problem with it. Ms.
Galvin said it would seem to say that ••• Councilman Webster said we
are not bound by their date, that is for sure. Ms. Galvin said this
was right, that is number one, we are not bound by their date.
Supervisor Ringler said July 1. Ms. Galvin said we are not bound by
July 1st in her opinion,' again as she said, she defers to the Town
Attorney in this but it would appear January 15th, except in a year
where there is an alteration of a political subdivision -- which is
this year and then our maps would for changes in districts would take
effect immediately when we make the change but it does not seem to'
compel us to make the change within the time frame that the county is
trying to impose.

Supervisor Ringler asked about the mechanics of conducting
elections, for example, what Kathy is telling us is that the county
says they have to do their petitions by such and such a date, where
does that leave us if we are not ready to give them the information
as to where people are voting. Ms. Galvin said it is a real good
question because especially with errors existing in the material that
has been provided by them, she thinks at the very least, they have to
have that clarified before we know what we are doing. Attorney
Kaplowitz asked what the political subdivision is that is being
created or altered. Councilwoman Galvin said the county legislative
districts, if that is a political subdivision and she said that is an
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if. Attorney Kaplowitz said that was his point, he is not so sure it
is a political subdivision. He said he did not ~ow he wouldi have to
look it up. Councilwoman Galvin said she could oPt figure ou~

whether that was going to qualify as a political ~ubdivision br not.
She said assuming it does, this would be -- the worst case sc~nario

-- assuming it does not, it is January 15. Attor~ey Kaplowit¢ said
the county is a political subdivision but he does! not think c~unty
legislative lines are apolitical subdiviSion. ~e said they ~re not
changing or altering the lines of Albany County. : He said they are
just changing the election districts within Albaay county. H~ said
the first blush, he does not think they are alterlng or creating a
political subdivision. Councilman Webster said you say there, is
nothing th~re that would bind us to the first day the petitiops are
due then. Councilwoman Galvin said this was rig~t. supervisbr
Ringler asked what this does to our candidates. Councilman W~bster

said yes, what does it do. Councilwoman Galvin s~id good que~tion.

Councilman Webster asked morally, don't you feel ~e should by' all
possibility have it be in before that date. Ms~ palvin said ~he

thinks they are bound first and foremost by 4-10Q and by what' the law
imposes on ,us. She said to that end, there is adother and this is
something that will become apparent as wago alo~g exactly hoW
important the language in this is. She said this: is part of i
subdivision 3a as amended in 4-100. She said each election district
shall be in compact form. She said that is a sh~ll, not a ma~ -­
that means it is mandatory. She said except as ~rovided in paragraph
b of this subdivision, election district boundar~es other than those
boundaries which are conterminous with boundaries of other political
subdivisions mentioned in this paragraph, must be streets, rivers,
railroad lines, permanent characteristics of the landscape wh~ch are
clearly visible to any person without need to us~ any technical or
mechanical device. She said she thinks it is ve~y important ~hat we
keep this in mind, this is mandatory, this is one of the ame~~ents

to section 4-100 of the Election Law that we are :bound by in .
preparing our districts.

Councilwoman Galvin said, Bob, if we can go ;on with the old and
the new. Councilman Webster asked what is any mqre compact than the
26th. Ms. Galvin said we have some. She said what she is going to
be doing now, is going through and showing you the old distr~cts and
the new districts. She indicated the old first district and
indicated that had to be changed because of the qhange in th~ line
over here between the 33rd and the lOth new legislative dist~ict if
they drew them in the right place and she said She is leaving this
open. She said that would be along here and thete is absolutely no
question that the bottom half which and as she goes through ~- what
she is going to be referring to goes back to 1989 enrollment :books.
She said that is what she had, that is the only .et that she ihad for
the whole town and given the fact that they did not get all Of their
material until -- thanks to Kathy they finally k~ewwhat to ~sk for
on Sunday night -- she said they did not have ti~e to get whqle new
sets of enrollment books so they could do a full!nose-by-nosE! count
but they did it as close as they could from a co~bination of i1989
numbers and the 1989 numbers mixed in with the n~w projectioqs that
Kathy and Mike have prepared. She said this is the primary
population in the old 1st and that was lobed offiOf the old first.
She said the new proposed 1st, as you will see, has that are~ marked
up and again, she made no representations that they drew absqlutely
on the lines, not being surveyors and not being iicensed to 40 it,
they came as close as they could. She said the ~ew 1st has ~58 and
the old 1st had had 921. She said in order to m.ke it readi~y
apparent where these areas are, you will notice ~n the overl~y, this
is the old 1st, this area was chopped off, this .rea was choiped off,
this area is however, not a high density popu1at+on area. '

Councilwoman Fuller asked Ms. Newkirk what figures werejused to
compile a listing of the number of voters. Ms. Newkirk indi~ated

these were the old 1991 figures and the new 1992 'projected n~mbers.

Ms. Galvin said we have to deal with'what we have today.

supervisor Ringler interrupted Ms. Galvin f$r a questio~ from
Councilman Gunner. He said he thought he hear MS. Galvin, there was
a difference in figures of about 658. Ms. Galvin said they Were
using the figures that Ms. Newkirk had provided to them on r.gistered
voters from the 1991. Ms. Newkirk explained thelnumbers shelused
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were from the spring election and that is where the difference is.
Ms. Galvin said these were the numbers that carne from the registered
voters for the burn plant election -- not just residents but the
listing of the most recent one, June 1992. Ms. Newkirk said if she
could clarify then, on the list that she presented the Town Board,
the existing district total voters is from the registrant books that
she has, that are 1990-91. The new districts are the numbers that
Mr. Cirillo has compiled due to census figures, Ms. Newkirk
explained. The figures that Councilwoman Galvin has as the old
figures, represent the number of voters that voted on the
incineration question, she further explained, noting that also
included P?Ople that are not registered to vote in the enrollment
books from the Board of Elections. Councilwoman Galvin said to
please excuse her but she begs to differ with Ms. Newkirk but -- Ms.
Newkirk noted that was from the incinerator, that is what the figures
are. Ms. Galvin said from the 1991-92 enrollment -- she did not use
votes cast. Ms. Newkirk said that was okay, she understood. Ms.
Galvin said she used the column titled total registered voters. Ms.
Newkirk indicated that was out of the new books. Ms. Galvin said it
was the current editions, registered Board of Elections. Ms. Newkirk
indicated those were the newer books then. Councilman Webster said
that was not that important any way. Ms. Galvin said that is
registered voters, that is the column she used, total registered.
Councilman Webster said that is not much difference anyway.

Councilwoman Galvin said moving along to District 2, since we
have a few·to cover, this is the old district 2, 642, nice, neat and
compact. The new district, Ms. Galvin said, still nice, neat and
compact but we have enlarged it and gone up to 800 voters. Now, she
said, here is where the difference came on that -- and again, she
apologized, they were not perfectly neat on their overlays -- this is
the old 2, picking up here and a little down here and 2 is in the
34th County Legislative District. Mr. Cirillo asked if he could
interject as we go along -- part of the reason for that is that cut
off from the 26th by the legislative districts. Ms. Galvin said
right. Mr. Cirillo said it was a piece that we had to apply to
another district that was adjoining the second and attached it to the
2nd. Ms. Galvin said that made the 2nd go from 642 up to 800.

Councilwoman Galvin said the 3rd old, 628 and the 3rd again, had
some as she recalls, there were no changes in. Mr. Cirillo said that
was right. The 3rd stayed the same, Ms. Galvin noted, indicating the
old 3rd is the same as the 3rd new.

Councilwoman Galvin said the 4th, old 620 voters and here we
have the 4th, right up in here, the new 4th. The new 4th, according
to Ms. Galvin, picked up some area and we have gone up to 766
voters. Mr. Cirillo said again the southern part was cut off by the
legislative district, it had to be applied to another district.

Councilwoman Fuller· said she hates to send her back to the
but was it the 3rd you said there was not a change. Councilman
Webster said it was the same boundaries. Councilwoman Galvin said it
was the same. Councilwoman Fuller said there is still 628, now there
is more people in that area. Councilwoman Galvin said apparently
because the 3rd goes up to 766. Mrs. Fuller said okay. Ms. Galvin
said so they picked up this area and we picked up this area and some
here too.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 5th had 743 voters and we are
talking about in this are now. The new 5th, according to Ms. Galvin,
has 745 voters and it has picked up. Mr. Cirillo said it was further
south than that, it actually -- the old 5 -- he said he was sorry he
was thinking of another district. Ms. Galvin said it has picked up
area up in here and it has picked up area over in here. She said it
doesn't appear to have lost any area but it has only picked up 2
voters for this additional area and that is right in here. Mr.
Cirillo asked if he could say something on that. He said the
legislative district went down the center line of 9W, the houses that
were on the westerly side of 9W were included in the 5th before. He
said they no longer are included in the 5th so that the 5th has lost
everything west of 9W for -- he thinks 150 or 200 feet. Ms. Galvin
said the line is not on Route 9w. Mr. Cirillo said the line is right
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down the center of 9W, the legislative line, which the new bo~ndary

line of the'district is. Ms. Galvin indicated yes.

Councilwoman Galvin said the 6th, the old had 800 votersi in it
and on the 'old 6th, we are talking about down in this area. ~he said
the new 6th has expanded and has gone up to 891 vbters, a rather
large number of voters for a district and it has picked up ar~a over
in here, over in here, little there, little there. '

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 7th and on the 7th we are
talking about over in this area. She said the old 7th had 598 voters
and that o~e has stayed the same. The number of voters in th~ new
7th has gone to 540, it has gone down, Ms. Galvin said. Counpilmen
Gunner and Webster said 563. Mr. Webster said she was down ohe
line. Ms. Galvin said, okay, 563, they have gone down a few.'

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 8th had 652 voters and that is
this area in here. The new way, Ms. Galvin said, has gotten a little
bit smaller and didn't enlarge very well and we have 540 vote~s. Mr.
Cirillo said there again, if you would superimpose them, that: portion
is a legislative line, Kenwood Avenue, so that there was really
nothing you could do with that. Ms. Galvin indicated this ar~a, the
top portion of 8 is changed. She said this was a~other chang~••• in
here another legislative line.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 9th had 536 and we are getting
into the area that is a little hard to see in her~, that is the old
9th. The new 9th has 680, Ms. Galvin said, that ls ••• According to
this the new 9th has 535, indicating she was sorry about that\

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 10th, did not quite mak~ it as
compact -- it traveled around like this and we are talking abput up
in here. She said this change was necessitated by the changei in the
legislative line and the new lOth is now the comp~ct area, it, is real
easy to see, it is in bright yellow up there. She said that phanges
strictly because of county legislative lines.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 11th, this is our challenge
area -- we think this is the old 11th at 631 and we believe t~at this
is the new 11th at 626. She said those did not have a tremen~ous

amount of change, there was a change in the area.' Mr. Cirillb said
they lost a section from the Delmar By-pass easterly and theni they
were added up to Fairway. Ms. Galvin said okay.

councilwoman Galvin said the old 12th, 683 and the new 12th went
down to 380. Now, she said on the overlay, you will notice that this
area and that is one side of the street, right Mi~e. Mr. Cirillo
said yes, let him look. He indicated yes, that is 500 feet northerly
of Delaware Avenue, is where that line is. Ms. Galvin said this does
not run along the street. Mr. Cirillo said that :line is 500 ;
northerly of Delaware Avenue line. Ms. Galvin asked if it ru~s along
the street,' it does not run alono a road or a.... Mr. Cirillp said
no. Councilman Webster asked if it was a stream or something'. Ms.
Galvin said nothing. Mr. Cirillo said it is a line running p~rallel

to and 500 feet northerly of Delaware Avenue. He' said that i~ the
same line as the old district -- so he does not know where th~ line
below it is from. Ms. Galvin said that was where they though~ it
picked up one side of the street and not the other. Mr. Ciri~losaid

no. councilman Gunner said that is a Town line, not a county! line.
Ms. Galvin said it is a Town line, not a oounty l~ne, it does! follow
'a road, stream or any natural visible boundary.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 13th had 802 voters. Mr.
Cirillo said that follows the same line, if he may -- this is-the
same line that was on that drawing there. Ms. Galvin said it' is not
along the road. Mr. Cirillo said this was right,' it hasn't been
since, 1985. She said it was a survey line. Mr. Cirillo said well,
it is just a call for a line running parallel to and 500 feet'
northerly of Delaware Avenue. She said the new l~th has 549,' okay.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 14th and we, are talking about
this area, had 808 voters and the new 14th has 838 voters and! it has
picked up this area in here. Mr. Ciri110said iti has lost th~t
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area. Ms. Galvin said she was sorry, it has lost that area, you are
right Mike.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 15th had 495 voters and this is
another area where there has been a change in county legislative
lines -- we are talking about the 33rd abutting t:he 10th. She said
the new 15th has a proposed 800 voters. She said that involves
picking up area up in here primarily and area up in here and a little
down here.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 16th -- not: exactly going to
make a com~act shape but the old 16th had 633 voters in it and the
new 16th -~ she hoped they were not trying to send a message to the
people in the 16th, has 393 voters in it. She said basically, we
have changed from one not compact to another not compact.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 17th had an interesting shape
with curl and the 17th has stayed the same. She said it had 532 in
the old 17th, according to the figures they had -- and according to
this is an unchanged at 521. She said we lost a few voters
somewhere.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 18th had 551 and again, we are
back in the area very difficult to see, the small areas and the new
18th is proposed to have 825. She said this was a rather significant
increase.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 19th and we are talking about
over in here, back in the orange, the old as we currently have it,
has 521 voters in it. The new 19th, not particularly compact,
according to Ms. Galvin, meanders around over here and has 680 voters
in it.

councilwoman Galvin said the old 20th had 674 voters in it.
Again, she said we are not goin9 to win an award for a compact
district and the new lOth is the area which we have not done an
overlay for because -- she would refer them back over to the diagram
over here, they believe the outline of the 20th to follow the red
exterior markings but since that contained the 11th, they did not
bother to do an overlay because they could not make any sense out of
it.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 21st may loclk a little strange
but remember that this is the Town -- the dividing line between

the Town and the City of Albany and that is the 21st with 656. The
new 21st has a new jut on it and Ms. Galvin said proposed going from
656 up to 900 voters because that has picked up primarily this area
in here.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 22nd had 797 voters and that
area is the area in here which goes down like that. Okay.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 23rd had 703 voters in it and
the new 23rd has 586 voters. She said the change on that one she is
not even going to try and overlay because they had major problems
getting this one to line up. She said she does not want to hold
things up any more.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 24th had 609 voters in it and
the new 24th is our friend from over here, with the problem given to
us by the county in the Bernard Place area, up in here. She said we
would be seeing more of the 24th in a couple minutes.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 25th had 1,209, we were over on
that one, over the Election Law limit anyway, but we have created a
new 25th with 760 and it has ears. She said it dOl~s not quite make
it as a compact district. She said again, this is in this area. She
said the odd shaped 25th, abutting the odd shaped 24th.

Councilwoman Galvin said the old 26th which you heard about last
Wednesday night, has allover here and came along with 407 voters,
the new 26th has not improved its shape very much and does not make
it as compact either and has only 185 voters in it. Ms. Galvin said
this has changed the line previously did not run on Orchard Street
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and still does not run on Orchard street. She said it runs ~ack off
of Orchard Street, it does not run along a road, ,stream or aqything
like that. She said it is a man-made separate l~ne that has!been
drawn. Councilman webster asked if it encompass.s both side~ of
Orchard. Mr. Cirillo said yes. Ms. Galvin said'yes. Mr. Ctrillo
said it has been that way since 1985. Councilman Webster said there
is nothing else other than what is on Orchard anyway. Mr. cirillo
agreed.

Councilwoman Galvin said okay, the old 27th and we are ~alking

about the pink area. The old 27th had 551 and the new 27th contains
833 voters. She said this --- Mr. Cirillpsaid .11 that inc~uded was
the area to the west of Blessing Road, it was ad4ed. Ms •. Ga~vinsaid
this was one of the questions she had. she saidiwe have pic~ed up -­
gone from 551 voters up to 833 voters and we have only picke4 up the
west side of Blessing Road -- asking if this was •••• she asked what
we have picked up. Mr. cirillo said that is it. Ms. Galvinisaid
j~st the west side of Blessing Road. She said basically after doing
these -- one of the things they did was drive around and did ,visuals
of the areas -- and she found the number of houses, with the!
exception of the new Brookview that is under con,truction, tq be so
few that you could count them on one hand. She said she wasinot
clear as to where we went from 551 up to 833. s*e wondered ~ow we
did that. Mr. Cirillo said what may have occurr_d in there ~nd he
would have to check that -- we have Beverwyck th.t is propos~d,

Krumkill Manor that is proposed that is in that area and we qave
Brookfield as Ms. Galvin has mentioned. He said what may ha~e

occurred in that particular one is that we were trying to get an
estimate as to the amount of development and may~e that figu~e was
the one that was given rather than the 500 and s$mething. M~. Galvin
said she has been very confused as to whether welare distric~ing for
actual registered voters or whether we are proje¢ting people; She
said under the Election Law, we are supposed to be doing our!
districts based upon the number of actual regist~ants in the'
district, not on projections. Mr. Webster asked. Mr. cirillo!if that
included Olympian Gardens. Mr. Cirillo said Olympian Garden~ is in
there. Ms. Galvin said that was in there before. Councilmaq Webster
asked if it did not include the Googas Estates a~d not the S~ift.
Mr. Cirillo said the G009as is in the lOth. Mr. ,Webster aSk.d if Mr.
Swift's is in the lOth too. Mr. Cirillo said itjwas in the ~Oth.
Mr. Webster said it is the north side. Mr. Ciritlo said Bel~onte and
Indian Hills is in the 10th. Councilwoman Galvi* sa'id she ccPuld not
account for how we went up close to 200 voters, ~here she dr~ve along
and counted maybe a half a dozen houses. She said they mustjbe
aWfully busy in those houses but she does not know -- big ho*ses,
that is it. Councilwoman Fuller said lots of children. Ms. !Galvin
said that is it.

Councilwoman Galvin said not that we have finally finis~ed going
through everything once, she was sure everyone was breathingia sigh
of relief, we are back to our old friend the 11th and the 20~h. She
said basically if you put the 11th where it appe.red to go, you
either have a 20th and an 11th or one 20th or --'she said sh, cannot
explain it no matter what she did. She said sin~e she did n~t have
the meets and bounds, all she had was the map deecriptions. 'She said
they could not do a meets and bounds description! on the 11thjand the
20th but that proved to be one of the mysteries pfthe deep.:

,
Councilman Gunner asked if it was Co~nty ertor. Councilwoman

Galvin said these are Town election districts, this would beithe new
11th -- Mr. Cirillo asked Ms. Galvin what map ./:lowing the m~p for
the 11th and the 20th district -- Ms. Galvin said the one th~t she
had indicated down here. Mr. Cirillo said he had the original. Ms.
Galvin said Mr. Cirillo has now shown her and th~s gives herf just as
big a problem to be perfectly honest -- that thi_ area in gr~en Mike,
is the 20th. Mr. Cirillo indicated it was. Ms., Galvin saidi she has
a problem with that being a compact district bu~ that is thei 20th.
She said sorry Sheila you can only vote once. ~rs. Fuller s~id not
yet, we have not resolved this yet.

Ms. Newkirk showed the boundary of the 11th. Ms. Galvin said
the yellow i8 the 11th and the 20th i8 the gre.~. She said ~he map
that she had indicated that it came down -- it appeared thatj the line
came down here -- that is why they did not do the overhead 1rOjection
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on the 20th. She said they were sure where the 11th was but was very
unclear where the 20th was. She said she could not believe that this
was the 20th with the zigzags when they were trying to make compact
districts. Councilman Webster said that shows on Mr. Cirillo's map
that he gave them. Ms. Galvin said the once she had appeared to have
a dark line running along the bottom of it. Ms. Newkirk indicated
that was the Delmar By-pass. Ms. Galvin said okay but without the
meets and bounds description it was almost impossible to tell.

Councilwoman Galvin said just a quick run through to show you
the districts that abut each other with the old districts with
varying number of votes to show you how they went. The 23rd abutted
the 12th -- 703, 683. The 23rd and 14th -- 703, 808. She said these
are all old districts. The 22nd and the 5th -- 797, 743. She said
believe it or not this really does have a purpose, which we will get
to in the end. She said in this area, you will find they were much
more balanced -- the 18th 551 and the 9th 536. The 20th 674 and 11th
631. The 13th 802, the global high, the 20th 674 and 11th 631. She
said the 4th and the 22nd -- 620 and 656. She said the 1st, 4th and
21st -- and one thing you have to remember in these, we are talking
about crossing county legislative lines. Now, we are talking about
old lines before, Mrs. Galvin said. The 1st 921, that is quite high,
the 4th 621 and the 21st 656. She said the 1st and the 27th, again
the 1st was a big one 921 and the 27th 551. The 1st, lOth and 27th,
picking up the 921, 525 and 551. She said the 1st and the 10th, 921
abutting a 525 district. She said the 18th, 2nd and 16th, 633, 642
and 652. She said those are well balanced. The old 19th and 6th
with the 6th at 800 -- a little on the high side -- and the 19th at
521. She said the 10th and 27th -- 525 and 551. She said the old
26th and the old 12th -- 683 and 407. The 15th and 4th -- and the
25th something was going to have to be done with that anyway because
that is 12,9 ••• exceeding the number we are supposed to have in it -­
and the 24th at 609.

Councilwoman Galvin said we have some new ones for comparisons.
She said on these remember that the pink area which was what we are
talking about is the county 10th. She said so we do not have much
choice about the area, it just depends on where the lines are drawn
to create the districts. The new proposed 27th would have 833 and
the new proposed 1st would only have 258 -- we are not particularly
well balanced. Mr. Cirillo asked if he could point something out at
this point. Ms. Galvin said sure. Mr. Cirillo said because you
brought up a lot of points and would you please put up the last one
-- on this particular one, we are talking about a low number here and
a high number there -- the voting place for the 27th is right at
Meadowbrook Drive. He said the voting place for here is down the
Slingerlands Fire Hall. He said if we could split this up -- for
instance, if he had taken this area here that was west of Blessing
Road and added it to the 1st there is not that much numbers like was
mentioned -- the individuals would have to drive down across the
Normanskill Creek, down to the Fire Hall to vote. In doing this, we
are trying to minimize the amount of change in each district,
according to Mr. Cirillo. He said for the short amount of time that
we had to prepare this and we were going by a date which we were
preparing this -- we tried to do a minimal amount of change and that
was the reason for that. councilwoman Galvin said one of her
questions is also whether or not the 833 figure is a valid number
which is unclear. She said the new and in looking at this, you have
to remember that the 1st in the 10th county legislative district and
the 4th and 21st are in the 35th county legislative district. She
said that would be 258, 766 and the whopping 900 over there. She
said, again, not having a professional type copier for this type of
thing, she apologizes when it gets blurry but we are talking about
18th, 9th and 11th -- keyed at 825 and remember the 18th has been
increased, the 9th at 535 and the 11th at 626. She said the 4th and
the 21st and these are in the same county legislative district which
is the 35th, on these we have the 4th at 766 and the 21st at 900.
But, while we are still on that, Ms. Galvin said if you will recall,
the 35th leads down around the 8th. So, she said there is some area
where adjustments can be made. She said the 12th and 23rd, we have a
380, abutting a 586. She said this is one of her favorites, now you
have to recognize that we have crossed over and we have the 36th and
the 35th county legislative districts but she is sorry, she could not
resist putting the rabbit on the screen. She said we have a very
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interesting shape and the 19th is very large and has 680. T~e 24th
which she does not see how it can be considered oompact has 8!35 and
the 25th has 760 and ears. She said the 25th started out witlh one
large ear and one small ear but the 24th helped qutoand made lit a
better rabbit. The 26th, 12th and 2nd -- the 12tgh had 380 ~oters,

the 26th has 185 and the 2nd which is in another county legisllative
district -- that is over in the 34th while these are in the 3i3rd, has
800. However, Ms. Galvin said what is particularly interesti~g to
note is the 26th with not compact again, 185 voters -- very s~all and
the 12th another very small district with 380. The 19th and ~he 6th,
the proposed 6th would have 891 on the high side 'to say the l~ast and
the 19th would have 680. She said proposed -- and again on the lOth
and 27th, temember we are talking about 2 different county !
legislative districts so there is not a lot we can do about t~at -­
the lOth we are basically stuck with. She said the 10th only! has 340
and the proposed 27th would have the 833, if in fact that nu~er is
correct, given this add on area. The lOth and 27th -- again ~hey are
basically showing the same thing in there. The 15th, 26th an~ the
12th -- they are all in the same, proposed county 33rd -- thei 15th
very large with 800 picking up the primary population area ou~ of the
old 1st, the 26th having a poultry 185 and the 12th with 380.i And
the 12th and 26th that we have just talked about ,again. I

councilwoman Galvin said these are in the s~e county
legislative districts. She said they were talking about the ~5th
and talking about the 24th and 25th. She said she was fascin~ted by
the rabbit, she was sorry. She said she has a big problem wi~h the
24th not only because of the Bernard Plaoe area whioh we prev!iously
discussed and the error in the county figures but also in thei very
shape of both the 24th and the 25th, not really being compacti
districts and again the same thing. i

councilwoman Galvin said now just to make it a little sUmpler,
we tried to show you the 10th county legislative district, t~ey are
talking about the pink area over here and that is the area w~ich it
encompasses. Again, assuming the county descriptions are ri~ht,
which she hates to do. She said the county 12th and that is ~hat is
our 10th Town election district and that is the one they are IstuCk
with no matter what, if the oounty line stays. The 33rd cou1ty
legislative district again, we are just showing you the 33rd lover
here is the green. She said on this one she has 'to give an ~pology,

she did not -- she forgot and she did not have an opportunit~ to add
on Dom DeCecco's point of residence but he would 'be in the 3~rd and
she tried, to do that in the others. The 34th and that is Go~don

Morris and Gordon is right up in there and that is the area ~n the
center here with the blue going around, she said. superviso~ Ringler
asked if the little tail over there follows the dounty legis~ative

district. She said right, these are the oountY legislative ~istricts

and that is why she apologizes because she did ndt get Dom's I
residence in. She said they ran out of time. And, she said ~his is
the 35th and that is Jim Ross and that is where Jim Ross is ~n the
35th and that is the bJ.ue over here going around 'like this. IShe said
the 36th which is the orange.

I

councilwoman GaJ.vin said they 'are back to their problem land she
is going to be very brief on it, the Bernard Plaqe descripti~n, if we
go by the meets and bounds which is the proper t~ing to do o~ the
county description, then this area which is mark~d in biliou, pink,
is in fact included in the new county 36th district with the i35th
that comes down and abuts it. She said ,that givEis us... Mr.1 Cirillo
said seeing you have mentioned that probably on 4 oocasions ~lreadY,
he said he still disagrees with her and he does have some ad~itional

information which he wants to provide but ••• He said finish ~er•••
Ms. Galvin said go ahead., Supervisor Ringler suggested they ~et this
resolved, asking Mr. Cirillo to proceed. Mr. Ci~illo said leF's
straighten out Bernard Place. He asked if she h~d the description
that could be read. Ms. Galvin said she does. Mr. cirillo s_id they
are talking not about a Town line but about a legislative lin~. He
asked that Ms. Galvin pick up the point 'from the 9W to Hague i
Boulevard. Councilwoman Galvin said okay, then southwesterlyl along
Route 9W to its intersection with Hague Boulevard', then weste):'ly in a
curvilinear faehion along Hague Boulevard to ite ~ntersectionlwith
Bernard Place, then southwesterly along Bernard Place to its i
intersection with Elm Avenue East. Mr. Cirillo said okay, Shrila,
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this is the tax maps for that area of Dowerskill, Hague Boulevard and
Bernard Place do not meet until you get down near Elm Avenue East.
In other words, he continued, you have Guilder Lane, Amsterdam, in no
way are you going to switch over to Bernard Place until you get down
to this intersection. He said one of the things, you have a
description and you have a map that was provided with the
description. He said the description when he read it, he knew it
could not occur unless they were getting the streets mixed up down
here. He said you go to the next piece of evidence and that being
the map. He said the intersection which they are calling Bernard,
they are calling this tie from here to Elm Avenue East as Bernard -­
in essence, Mr. Cirillo said the street went through and it is
actually Hague Boulevard. If anything, he said, if you want to call
the little section here, 100 feet Bernard, that would be the case.
He said you may want to further examine it. Ms. Galvin said she
still has a problem using ••• Councilman Webster asked to have it
read again, where it says Hague intersects Bernard. Supervisor
Ringler asked that it be gone over one more time. Councilwoman
Galvin read then southwesterly along Route 9W to its intersection
with Hague Boulevard, then westerly in a curvilinear fashion along
Hague Boulevard to its intersection with Bernard Place. Supervisor
Ringler indicated it was right here, because that is not Bernard
Place, that is Amsterdam Avenue. Councilwoman Galvin said what she
liked to point out is if we are referring to that as the intersection
of Bernard Place, then we have to go back because that is not the
only time that the county lines have been incorrect. She said going
back over to -- and she has to find which one it is -- several of
them referred specifically to North Street intersecting with Kenwood
Avenue. Mr. Cirillo said it is actually Adams. Ms. Galvin said that
actually is Adams Street. She said so these have been consistently
incorrect, whether they are referring to Amsterdam -- the
intersection with Amsterdam Avenue and going up around the loop or
whether they are referring to Bernard Place is unknown. Councilman
Webster asked why they would assume that it is Amsterdam in this
case, when Bernard Place does intersect Hague. Councilwoman Galvin
said because in fact if we follow the description that they set forth
in here, Bernard Place intersects Bernard Place terminates at Hague.
Therefore, Ms. Galvin said the correct reading would be continuing
along Hague Boulevard to its intersection with Elm Avenue East,
unless they intended to go somewhere else back here. Mr. Cirillo
said he believes they misthought that Bernard tied in -- in other
words, once you got down here, you swung along Bernard to Elm Avenue
East. He said it is more reasonable to believe this than to believe
they meant to go up to Amsterdam or up to Guilder and then along
Bernard plus they have a map that shows this as being the route.
Councilwoman Galvin said the map show only Hague Boulevard, the map
does not show Bernard Place at all. Mr. Cirillo said it shows it
going straight through. Ms. Galvin said it shows it going straight
on Hague, it does not show Bernard, however.

Councilwoman Galvin said she cannot tell what they mean by it
because it is wrong. Councilman Webster asked if we would assume •••
Ms. Galvin said no because if we assume that, then we have to assume
that North street intersects Kenwood Avenue. She said there are a
whole bunch of errors in this. Councilman Webster said we assume
that they made an error twice, right. Ms. Galvin said many more than
twice. Councilman Webster said twice that she had brought to the
attention of the Board. Mr. Cirillo said he would pass the map
around for the Board's benefit. Ms. Galvin said she didn't ••• Mr.
Cirillo said you will notice down at the bottom here that going along
Hague Boulevard and then they come out. Supervisor Ringler said
yes.

Supervisor Ringler asked Ms. Galvin to go on. Ms. Galvin said
this is the questioned area. Supervisor Ringler said that was
right. Councilman Webster asked if that was not easily satisfied
with the county. Ms. Galvin said the county has to tell us. Mr.
Webster said this is what he said. Supervisor Ringler said in his
view, counselor, if this is an issue, if we pass this based upon what
is on the maps and what Mr. Cirillo has assumed and tell them that,
it would be up to them to come back and correct it with us if it was
wrong. Attorney Kaplowitz said he does not know what else can be
done. Councilman Webster said it was a minor little thing he meant
as far as numbers are concerned. Ms. Galvin said it would be minor
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if it were not going back and forth between two ••• ,. Attorney Karlowitz
asked Mr. Cirillo if he was satisfied with.his interpretation. Mr.
Cirillo said yes, he was. Mr. Kaplowitz said the lon1y thing you can
do is verify it with the county and make sure we ~gree. counclilman
Webster said that was all. Mr. Kaplowitz said if [you do not ~ree,
then there is a problem. Councilwoman Galvin said... since she !received
this Sunday night at 5145 p.m. she did not have an opportunit to
verify it. She said they have heard a lot of comments that p ple
only had 2 weeks to get things done and we got th~secounty l~nes at
5145 on Sunday and that was only through the gractousness of 1athy
coming in to get them for us. Supervisor Ringler ,asked if th~y

worked 24 hours a day all weekend. councilman we~ster said w~y don't
we just as~ume it and then if they say no, we just flop it to Ithe
other district. Councilwoman Galvin said you can90t tell, it affects
numbers and asked if she could continue for a mom~nt please. I
Supervisor Ringler asked that she continue. i

I
Councilwoman Galvin said now, she has complained about n~mbers

of voters in districts not being equal, complained about dist~icts

not being in a compact manner, complained about districts not

1
'

following roads, streams, or the like -- now, aga~n, disclaim r is
that she is working from 1989 numbers and the new [as proposed numbers
and trying to come up with alternatives. She sai4 she has a ~roposed

alternative in which basically we are talking abou.. t 18,000 re9istered
voters in the Town, coming out with 30 districts approximatel~ 600
voters per district and this is an enlarged area of this and ~lso -­
she knows one of the other issues that gets raised is propose4
polling places -- they have proposed polling plac~s all withi~ a
reasonable distance of the 30 districts. S•. he said.... Bob has a ~Opy of
the proposed map for each of you to look at and sije knows tha this
is the same thing that we heard about on Wednesday night, hav ng
something dropped.on us. She said this is' just aisuggestion ~.nd a
proposal, there is a proposed alternative, it is possible to 40
this. She said they started this basically Sunday night, onc~ they
found out exactly where the county legislative lines were and!they do
have an alternative. She said she has not just come in and i
complained and made loud growling noises, she also does have 4 viable
alternative to be looked at. She thanked everyon.. i

. I
Councilman Gunner asked what the impacts areithat she se$s under

the ones that were presented to us. Councilwoman,Galvin said~
basically we are not following the Blection Law. She said th
mleotion Law very speoifically••• we hav•••• this is only goi g to
happen again in another 10 years when we have ano~her census. iShe
said we have an opportunitY to correct districts which do not Ifollow
the natural streams,roads or visible boundaries that we are tequired
to follow under the Election Law. She further said we have at
opportunity to create basically more compact districts and we have an

opportunity to get the numb•.. er of.voters rO•..•u9hly eq."ua.lized. A!a.in, asshe said, she was working from 1989 numbers and trying to mel in the
new as proposed numbers, not being able to justify most of th new as
proposed numbers because they did not match up wi~h what appe red to
be the number of registered voters actually in thbse district •
Councilman Gunner asked what the impact borderlin~. councilwhman
Galvin said she had no idea: • I

Supervisor Ringler asked what the law says in regard to fhe
number. He asked if the only number mentioned isi that it can ot be
over 1,000. Councilwoman Galvin said it cannot .b~ over 950 0 1100
and some odd. Attorney Kaplowitz said if you hav~ 2 machines.
Supervisor Ringler said there is no other number mentioned inl"the
law, just the maximum. Councilwoman Galvin said [just the max~mum.
Councilman Webster noted each district has 2 mao~ines anyway;l-asking
if this was correct. Attorney Kaplowitz said just about Whi~ is
much more than is required. i

Supervisor Ringler said you mentioned the t~rm compact ~n many
occasions and asked nUmbe.r 1, what your definitio.. n of compac~ is. and
number 2, what the principle behind that is. Councilwoman G~lvin

said the principle behind compact is Section 4-100 sub 3A of ithe
Election Laws amended each election district shafl be in oom~act form
ana the boundary lines must be streets, rivers, ~ailroad lin

1
s or .

permanent charact.eristics of the landscape....•.' WhiOh ..•.'are clearly visible
to any person without the need to use any, techni~al or mechaical
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device. She said that is the basis. Supervisor Ringler asked for
the definition of compact. He said he guessed his sense is that the
rational behind that is to have a polling place that is convenient to
the people who want to vote, this is his guess he stated and said
maybe he is presuming something that he is incorrect on. He said
this was his guess. Councilman Gunner said he guesses that is why he
asked his question, what is the political impact because if you do
have spread out areas and narrow areas ••• Attorney Kaplowitz said the
requirements now and this could change, one man, one vote, one woman,
one vote, because everybody who runs in the Town election runs in the
whole Town -- he suggests it does not make any difference what the
size of th~ districts are. He said an Assembly district is
different, 'you represent only the person in your Assembly district.
He said everybody we have runs at large, so to speak, meaning that
they represent the whole Town. Councilwoman Galvin said with the
exception of committee people in the two parties. Attorney Kaplowitz
said well, .all right but he ••• most of that is covered by not the
election law, he does not think -- indicating he is not sure -- but
by their own political party rules. He said this is what he thinks.
Councilwoman Galvin said basically the issue has been raised about
polling places and there is a listing of proposed polling places.
Supervisor Ringler asked if they were identified on this map.
Councilwoman Galvin said they have not been identified on the map per
se but she does have a listing which can be provided. Never mind
Bob, Ms. Galvin said.

Councilman Gunner asked if this has any impact on where people
live ••• Supervisor Ringler asked Mr. Gunner to talk just a little
louder, he could not hear him. Councilman Gunner said he was
wondering whether this has any impact on those who are running for
County office. Councilwoman Galvin said no, they are within the
County legislative districting and has absolutely nothing to do with
them. Councilman Gunner asked if that was under Ms. Galvin's new
plan. Councilwoman Galvin said and again, this is a proposal, it was
done between Sunday night and last night. she said it is a proposal,
it is merely to show that it is possible to create compact districts
with more balanced number of voters, these have an average of
approximately 600 voters in each and they have election polling
places which are within the same parameters of distance as the
polling places that have been referred to in the currently pending
proposal.

Supervisor Ringler stated that one of the things Mr. Cirillo
tried to do, as he said, was to try and keep polling places as close
to possible as to where they are now. He asked Ms. Galvin if there
was going to be a lot of changing in polling places as a result of
this for people. Ms. Galvin said no, they are using all the same
polling places. Supervisor Ringler asked for individuals on where
they vote. Councilwoman Galvin said the majority of them would be in
the same polling place. She said the districts have been strictly
renumbered because she started with 1 at the top and went through
going back and forth 1,2,3. She said that was merely so that there
would not be confusion and to try to maintain some semblance of order
in following numbering of districts. Again, Ms. Galvin said this is
only a proposal but it can be done in a short period of time. Again,
she said she was working from the 1989 books and trying to use the
estimated number of voter figures that we had basically going off of
two things -- the estimates and the registered voters for June 1992
on the incineration plant registration. She said this was a
proposal, her primary concern is that they give this adequate stUdy
and that we not rush to vote on something without stUdying what we
have without knowing where we stand and without trying to balance
districts. She said 30 districts, approximately 18,000 voters,
averages out to 600 a district •••

Supervisor Ringler said he just had a bottom line question for
him, is that you have done a lot of work here and he appreciates her
interest and efforts and so forth, where is the voter in the Town of
Bethlehem being adversely affected by what Mr. Cirillo did, compared
to what she had done. councilwoman Galvin said in her opinion, a
violation of the Election Law in not having compact districts.
Supervisor Ringler noted but again, they do not have a definition of
compact. He said he could put these up and make squiggles out of
them as well. Ms. Galvin said in that case, how about not following
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streets, streams or boundary lines. Supervisor ~ingler said lhat is
a question he has. Ms. G.alvin said we haVeSeVeri.al districtS~Where
we do not follow roads or streams. Mr. Ringler s~id that is
question that he has and okay, she has made a val!id point on hat.
Councilwomari Galvin said this is just a proposal,: that is all this
is. Supervisor ~ingler said he guesses we are t~lking about ~ lot of
effort has gone ~nto what Mr. Cirillo did and a lpt of effortl has
gone into what you did and we are trying to do sd,mething for ~- you
know, to get this to the County so that the elec~ions, they c~n go on
here but he guesses he goes back to -- you know, ~his whole Pfocess
is as a result -- you know, you talk about rabbit heads and so forth,
when you look at the county districts, they use ~~ry similar ~nimalS
and we have to work within that and Mr. Cirillo, fe knows, tr~ed to
do this in a very short period of time keeping l~ne. similar ~o where
they were so people can vote in the same place and so forth. I He said
the end result is ••• the question he has is, yes,! if we had 6[ months
he was sure we probably could scientifically put ithis in the fery,
very good form but the point is, if we do go ahe~d with this rnd
let I s say the Board elects to go ahead with Mike 'jS sUggesti.on~here,

are we causing a problem for the residents of Be~hlehem. He aid to
him, the issue is where they vote and he has one ~uestion for Ms.
Newkirk and a suggestion to her that she look at [the 19th fo~ a
possible new voting place because based upon the [new lines, hb and
Mr. Cirillo talked about thi., it is not geograP9ically cent~red.
But, he guesses to him that that is the bottom l~ne, is the !
convenience of the voters and are we inconvenienqing them Wi~h what
we are doing or are we taking any of their right~ away. Cou~cilwoman

Galvin said one of issues that you have just rai~ed is wheth~r or not
we are taking away any of their rights, she does Inot believe Ithey are
taking away any of their rights if we create bal~nced voting
districts in which we have true one man, one vot~. She admi~tedly in
Town-wide elections, that does not have a tremen40us impact ~ut there
are certain elections in which that does have aniimpact. Sh~ said
one that jumps to mind is each enrolled voter in:a political !party in
this Town has the right to vote for committeemen~ there are ~wo
committeemen for each district and a district wi~h 185 voter~ has two
committeemen just as a district with 900 voters ~n. supervi or
Ringler asked if when they vote within the parti_s, do they ot vote
on a weighted vote. Councilwoman Galvin said not always wei hted
voting. Attorney Kaplowitz said it is supposed to be weight d
voting. Me. Galvin said it is not always done a~ weighted v ting.
Councilman Gunner excused her and asked what th•••• AttorneY
Kaplowitz said the committees operate under the county rule.
flow down from the state rules. He said he can Jnly talk ab
party. He said he does not believe and he wouldfhave to 100
but it is not an Election Law problem, it is inn~r political
He said the county rules in Albany County -- he 9nly tell fr
Republican side only -- require weighted vote. $0 that each
committeemen votes for the number of voters. co~ncilman Gun,er asked
if that was written. Mr. Kaplowitz said it was. i Councilman Webster
said as he gets fewer voters, he gets'few_r vote•• Councilm'n Gunner
said he knows what is meant by weighted voting, ~e i. just tying to
establish some back-up for what was said.

i
councilwoman Galvin said she would like to ~oint out th t in her

experience, it is not always weighted voting wit~in committe s. Mr.
Kaplowitz said weighted voting has to do with vo+ing on cand dat•• ,
he does not think it is used on anything else. $upervisor R ngler
said this is a party issue, as opposed to govern~ental issue
Councilwoman Galvin said,it is governmental base~ on -- we e tablish
the election districts. She said those are the ~lection diB~rict. in
which the committeemen serve. Attorney Kaplowit~ asked if M • Galvin
was equating compact with equal. Councilwoman G~lvin said n , she is
equating compact -- compact has nothing to do With equal. S e said
what she tried to do is as long as she was doingla proposal nd
redrawing, she tried to make it equal- as possiblr following oads,
streams, natural boundaries, readily visiple, whatever the E ection
Law specified. But what she said she would likeito have us 0 is
take a look at this, we have an opportunity, a w~.nderful op~rtunity
now that this is before us from the county, coun~y doing a r,draw -­
she is not saying she is necessarily thrilled wi~hthe way t~e county
did the redraw, they have not helped us in beingla~le to eqU!'lize the
districts but they have helped ••. but they have 9iven us a v hicle to
get this started to look at it and let's do it r~ght.

!
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Supervisor Ringler said he wished to ask another follow-up
question -- not a follow-up another question. He asked supposed we
go ahead with what is being suggested from the Engineering Department
and so forth and we do this and then 2, 3, 4 years within a census
period, are we allowed to change these districts ourselves. Mr.
Kaplowitz said you are allowed to split them when they reach a
certain size. Supervisor Ringler said no, he means, can we go back
and give it a total view and spend the time that Ms. Galvin is
suggesting that we might want to do. Attorney Kaplowitz said he does
think that is within the Town Board's purview, sure. Councilwoman
Galvin said she was not quite sure as to exactly what we can do under
the Election Law once we set these districts. Attorney Kaplowitz
said it is a Town Board function to set the election districts~ He
said he does not think you are limited to doing it only every 10
years, you have to do it every 10 years based on the census.
Councilwoman Galvin said one of the things that she does not like is
the way we are being backed into a corner and rammed with time on
this. She said it is a point, it is something that deserves time,
study and scrutiny. She said believe me she put time on this since
last Thursday looking at the districts, giving them careful study.
She said she thinks it is something that they should not jump into
something and she thinks it is something that they should not do with
a gun to our head in terms of time frame. Attorney Kaplowitz said is
it possible -- this is something for you to think about -- he is not
sure he knows the answer -- adopt what we have for this year and look
at them for next year. He said the reason he says this is the first
day to file petitions is July 9. Supervisor Ringler said this is his
concern. Mr. Kaplowitz further noted if it does not change.
Councilwoman Galvin said her question is since the county maps •••
Councilman Webster asked what this affected. Attorney Kaplowitz said
he was not sure, the only thought he has is that every petition asks
for the election district after the person's name. He said he was
not sure, he does not know why they ask that to be honest.
Councilman Webster said that answered his question, because we in no
way, shape or manner can adjust the legislative districts.
Councilwoman Galvin said no. Councilman Webster said not the county
legislative districts. Attorney Kaplowitz said no, right.
Councilman Webster said they are set in gold, in stone rather and
those are the only districts that are going to be involved in the up
and coming election. Attorney Kaplowitz said there is a Town-wide
election which means nothing as far as that is concerned. Mr.
Webster asked why we could not stay with what we have currently
without any alterations, without any alterations whatsoever as long
as we are confident that that law states that we do not have any
deadline, go with the current county legislative districts, stay with
the election districts we presently have and look at this the rest of
the year. supervisor Ringler asked how do people vote then. Mr.
Webster said they vote where they are. Mr. Ringler said how do they
on the ballot •.• Attorney Kaplowitz asked Mr. Webster when he said
stay with the ones we have, the ones Mike drew. Supervisor Ringler
asked Mr. Webster if he was talking about not changing them at all.
Mr. Webster said yes, the ones we drew. councilwoman Galvin said
there are a couple problems. Attorney Kaplowitz said Mr. Webster is
talking about the ones Mr. Cirillo drew. Councilman Webster said we
have to stay with what Mike drew because it overlaps. Councilman
Gunner said he thought you were talking about the original. Mr.
Webster said no, you can't stay with the old ones because they
overlap. Supervisor Ringler noted we all misunderstood you together
Mr. Webster. Councilman Webster said he was looking at ••• Attorney
Kaplowitz said that you cannot do, you do not have that alternative.
Councilman Webster said he had already spent a lot of time with Mike
and he in his own mind, looked at that as the new districts, but that
is beside the point. Supervisor Ringler said the existing districts
is what you meant.

Attorney Kaplowitz asked Mr. Cirillo if he had something he
wanted to tell them. Mr. Cirillo said he just wants to repeat what
he said before. He said when ••• the date is crucial here according
to the way we were working on it. Somebody -- it was mentioned to
us, according to Mr. Cirillo, that we had a certain date to do
something. So, he said if you get a project to do something do you
take a blank map and start allover or do you try and make the
adjustments to what you have to meet what the new alignment of the
county was. He said and that is what we were trying to do, minimize
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the amount of voter jumping arouoQ from one Qi.t~iot to the lither anQ
we put things whiohwere adjoining districts intq another di trict.
He said he is not totally satisfied with the num~ers, one of the
things we are using for census and he does not know what is eing
used for numbers in here, because he had troubleJ.. Council~oman

Galvin said she used Ms. Newkirk's numbers of the registeredlvoters.
, I

She said she only used registered voters. Mr. Ci... rillo said ~hat is
good but when you put a dividing line down, how do you know ~ow much
was to the right and left of that. He said he w4S using a c~nsus

map. Ms. Galvin said they were using the electiqn books. M~.

Cirillo said they were using the census maps and,..itrYing to p~t thoings
together as best we could in the amount of time.; He said th1 county
and the st'ate they have these geographical inforl\lation systellls which
they can outline a district and with the touch 0* a key, tel~ you. how
many voters are in there. He said we do not hav~ this type qf thing
where we can balance everything out, we were just trying to ~akedo
with what we had in the short period of time. Ms. Galvin to~d Mr.
Cirillo she appreciated all of his time and effo~t and she kqowB he
did the ••. you did a very quick job on this but ~er problem js with
the length. of time and the fact that we are bein4 agoain aSke1 to rush
and adopt something without having time to give {t adequate
consideration and without having time to look atfany alterna~ives and
basically rushing into another decision. She said we have h4d
problems W.ith that in the past. supervisor Ringt.'er said he ~uesses
he can agree with her on the significance of that but he doe~ not see
where we are adversely affecting anybody by gongiahead with this.

Councilwoman Galvin said she th.inkS we are ViO.la~.,.•... ing the Ele1tion. Law
by ••• Supervisor Ringler said he thinks that is something su ject to
interpretation, okay, compact is something that ~e is still aving a
problem with. councilwoman Galvin said she is n~t talking a out
compact. Supervisor Ringler said okay, but the district lin s again,
he does not know the answer to that, as to wheth.r or not yo can say
by having 500 feet off a street, but those are minor in rela~ion to
the big picture and he thinks, his personal feeling is, afte~

listening to all this, yes, at some point he thinks and mayb~ it is
next year -- maybe it would not be a bad idea to:spend some ~ime and
really look at all this, but he does not see whe;e we are go~ng to
cause a major problem for anybody by going ahead!with all of Ithis.
He said he thinks what is being talkeQ about are!minor teChn~cal

problems. councilwoman G.alvin said she woould lik....'e to spend orne time
before we vote on something, look at the minor technical pro lems,
get it correoted and do it right the first time instead ofg ing back
and having to pato~up am.... .,

!
Attorney Kaplowitz asked if we had to adopt something b~fore

July 9. Supervisor Ringler saiQ the county is a,king us to 40 that.
He said Ms. Galvin is pointing out legally that ,he is not s~ sure
that we do have that obligation, correct me is Iiam wrong. i
Councilwoman Galvin said that is correct, as fa.rias she unde*stands
it, they have not even filed their maps yet, so we cannot belsure
that these are the right maps. Counoilman websttr asked w~al
happened when people come to their houses with a[petition.
Councilwoman Galvin said how do you know what th, county lin s are,
as we sit here today Fred if they are not filed.~ Attorney' K plowitz
said he cannot believe they are not filed, askinb who told. h r that.
Ms. Galvin said Kathy said Sunday they weren't; \Ms. Newkirk said
according to what she has from information from Fhe Board of
Elections, the Albany County Board of Elections,! they had no as of
the date these descriptions were sent to us for the legislat~ve

districts. Attorney Kaplowitz asked when that w~s. Ms. New~irk said
when she first gave them to Mr. Cirillo which wa~ probably t 0 weeks
ago. Ms. Galvin said Kathy your note to me ••• M~. Newkirk s id she
wrote that because that is all the information •• f. Attorney K plowitz
said he does not know that they are but he is ju~t trying to get to
the bottom of this. Ms. Newkirk said she does npt know elth r that
is what she is saying -- she could only give you: what infc:irm tion she
had and that was her information. Supervisor RlPgler asked f we
could make a simple phone call. Attorney Kaplo~~tz saidbutl 2 weeks
have gone by. Councilman Webster said somebody must know wh~ther or
not it was filed down there. Attorney Kaplowit~ said he wou~d hope
so, well, then again, he is not so sure down th~re. Attorne~

Kaplowitz noted he was sure we could call and f~ndout. ~u~rvisor

Ringler asked if they want Kathy to make a qUiC~..:,. call. Cd•.,•. Ufbilwoman
Fuller said that is what we are asking, isn't i~ a simplelP ne

i i
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call. Supervisor Ringler said time out. Ms. Newkirk said you can
continue, it is running.

councilman Webster said he liked Sheila's idea of the numbers
being more equally adjusted but he thinks we need time. councilwoman
Galvin said she thinks we need time too, Fred. She said that is her
big gripe is we need time to do it right. Mr. Webster said that is
why he asked can't we temporary •••• can't we adopt on a temporary
basis so that at least when the petitions come out on July 8th,
people know where they are and then go into this whole hog.
Councilwoman Galvin said she wants to be very sure we have that
opened as a~ option. Attorney Kaplowitz said that is going to be a
nightmare also because how are they going to know where they are,
what district they are, where the process is changing. superviso~

Ringler said what he is more inclined, is if you can tell me that we
can do this next year is to adopt this so people know where they are
voting and then go for a major overhaul. Councilman Webster said
that is exactly what he is saying. Attorney Kaplowitz said he would
have to look at it but he is pretty sure that you can. Supervisor
Ringler said he was reading what Sheila said before, he thought that
is what you could do. He said you know, except ••• Councilwoman
Galvin said the date that ••• she can't ••• Supervisor Ringler said
this was done in 1985, that was not as a result of census, I mean •••
Councilwoman Galvin said those changes were done because districts
got too big. Supervisor Ringler said okay. Councilwoman Galvin said
you were dealing with a lot of big districts, overweight districts.
She said basically what it is talking about ••• before January 15th,
we are talking about if it was going to be done for next year, it
would have to be done so that we could file on or before January 15.
Councilman Gunner said except this year is different because we have
the elections coming up. Supervisor Ringler except that we have the
creation and an alteration of a ••• Councilwoman Galvin said this
year it 'is different. Supervisor Ringler said any creation,
consolidation, division or alteration of election districts in any
year shall be made on or before January 15th. He said so, if we went
to work on this for next year ••• a year from November, we have to
have it done by January 15th as he reads this. Councilman Webster
said that is a hell of a lot better deadline than July 1st, you
know. Attorney Kaplowitz said there was a reason for that too.
Councilman Webster said he knows it, but ••• Attorney Kaplowitz said
he is sure, there is no question that you ••• you have the authority,
the only group that has the authority to change the election
districts is the Town is the Town Board and we split them when they
get over a certain size -- indicating we have done that in the past a
few times -- and he is sure you can change them any time you want.
Attorney Kaplowitz said he cannot conceive of who else who could.

Councilwoman Galvin said after reading that Section 4-100 she is
not clear that they tell us. Attorney Kaplowitz said the State of
New York shall be divided into election districts which shall be the
basic political subdivision•••• blah, blah, blah••• the creation,
consolidation, division or alteration of election districts shall be
done by the legislative body of the city or town within which the
election district is contained except in -- mentions some of the big
cities -- and then it deals with the cities. councilwoman Galvin
said there is no question that we can do it it is just when.
Attorney Kaplowitz said there is no question that you can do it, any
time during the •••• Councilwoman Galvin asked Why we have to do it
now. Attorney Kaplowitz said he is not sure he knows the answer to
that. He said there was a period where you could change it and
unless, it was done -- for instance, January 15, 1990 because they
knew the census was coming and they did not want any changes made so
that is all passed.

councilwoman Galvin asked under Section 4-100 there is also the
provision that you cannot do it in years ending with a 7.
Councilwoman Fuller said and continue along here, there is something
ending with zero. Mr. Kaplowitz said the zero is the one he
remembers. He said he thinks they just knew the census was coming
every 10 years, he thinks, but he does not think there is any
question that they can do that. Councilman Webster said the next two
years do not end with a 0 or 7, do they. Mrs. Fuller said they
might. Councilman Galvin said it depends on what the county adopts.
Attorney Kaplowitz said it is not a question of do you have to change
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it, he thinks you have to change them because o~ the county~
legislative races. He said you do not have a c~oice. He s id you
cannot use the old on88, if you want to take t~ and adopt th11 and
then look at the other and do the whole thing, he thinks th t makes
the most sense. Mr. Webster asked what ••• Atto~ney Kaplowitz said he
also thinks you cannot do anything because then iyou are vio~ating the
law, your election districts do not balance with the county i
districts. Councilman Webster said wouldn'.t we [also have tJ~ be.nefit
of the new total number of people that are elig~ble to vote as a
result of the November election. He asked if t~e books wou~d then be
updated for us, won't we have a better handle a~ to how man~ people
are regist~red voters. Attorney Kaplowitz said I"hedoes not jthink it
tells you much, you get a little bit in a presiqential year because
you get a bigger turn out. Councilwoman Galvin isaid she di~ not
think you can wait that long. Councilman Webster said we h

1
ve until

January 15th. Councilwoman Galvin said again, it would be . nder the
gun, when those numbers from November would com~ out. Atto ney
Kaplowitz said the numbers are available but th~ enrollment books do
not come out. Councilman Webster said Kathy Woq,ldhave th01e prior
to election. Councilwoman Galvin said it is thS enrollment books
that show you which side of the street they are ion and wher1 they are
if you are drawing lines down the middle of the istreet. Co~ncilman

Gunner said we are not looking for how many peo~le voted, w~ are
looking for registrations. Attorney Kaplowitz ~,."sked if the census
blocks give you that kind of information. He s~id he has n ver seen
what they look like. Mr. Cirillo said the cens~s blocks ju t give
you the dwelling units. Attorney Kaplowitz ask~d if you co~ld tell
one side of the street from the other. Mr. Cir~llo said ye~, you
have to follow blocks. They give you them in b~ocks and th~y give
you the number of dwelling units in those block~ and that i~ what we
utilize in this. I

, i
Councilman Gunner said we will wait for th~ supervisor,1 Mr.

Webster said we could vqte without him. Mr. Gu~ner said he~9uesses

what our problem is as we sit here and listen, ~s that we a e
concerned that we will confuse the issues when ~eople go ou for the
county elections because. they go by ••• At.torneY[KaPlow.itz S~id that
is why we are going through this, because the l4w requires s not to
confuse them with the county redistricting. Mrj Gunner sai so, we
have done it so it would coincide, everything w~ll be okay. Mr.
Webster said they will be turning in bad petitiqns if we do lnot. Mr.
Gunner said that is what he is trying to get at; okay. He Jaid in
order to have the petitiona they have to know w~at diviaionlthey are
in and we have to have it ready togo by the 9t~, asking if !thiS was
true. Attorney Kaplowitz said that is the datetso far. j

Councilwoman Galvin asked Ms. Newkirk for ~he informat on she
obtained. supervisor Ringler asked for a clari~ication. M., Galvin
said the answer please. Supervisor Ringler sai4 Mr. Kaplow tz's
answer was the right answer. Ms. Newkirk sai1 she is not sure she
has the answer but we have as much as we have. ,Ms. Newkirk said
Cathy Ragowski, Board of Elections, said the ma~s that they have and
that we have gone through all of this work on, ,re the maps that they
are assuming are the approved maps. Ms •.. Ragowslfi also said they do
not have anything in writing from the officials las far as t e maps
are concerned to this date -- and this is right Ito today. s.
Newkirk continued, they have nothing in writingj They have the
legislature approved the maps, the maps then golto the stat
Attorney Kaplowitz said that was what he wanted Ito know, th
legislature has adopted the maps. Ms. Newkirk ~ontinued th y have
adopted them but there is nothing in writing. 'upervisorR ngler
asked from whom. Ms. Newkirk said from the leg+slature to he Albany
County Board of Blections. So, therefore, Ms. ~ewkirk cont nued,
they are using these maps to do all of this wor~. Attorney Kaplowitz
said they are not saying that they are not legat maps or no adopted
or anything. Ms. Newkirk said no, she is just saying she d es not
have anything in writing, which.is what Ms. New~irk specifi d in the
beginning. Attorney Kaplowitz said he was not questioning ut he
does not know if Ms. Ragowski is entitled to antthing if th,
legislature adopted them. Ms. Newkirk said she: did not kno' about
that part of it. Ms. Galvin asked, they are no~ valid unti they are
filed are they. Ms. Newkirk said Ms. Ragowski raid she has nothing
in writing to verify that they were theadoptedimaps. Atto ney
Kaplowitz said she has the maps so they are fil~d. Ms. Gal in asked
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if she has the maps, are they filed with her. Ms. Newkirk said she
has the maps -- Ms. Newkirk indicated the maps that she received are
the maps that Ms. Ragowski has. Ms. Galvin asked if they were filed
with the Board of Elections or are these just things -- how did she
get them. Ms. Newkirk said she did not specifically say filed.
supervisor Ringler asked if the legislature gave her the maps. Ms.
Newkirk said Ms. Ragowski said she has nothing in writing to verify
it. Attorney Kaplowitz said okay. Ms. Newkirk said the bottom line
right now is ••. Ms. Galvin said she has a big problem. Ms. Newkirk
said everything that is piling up is the fact that without the new
districts there are problems with the legislature. She said the
people can~ot go out with their petitions because they do not know
what people to go to. So, she said you are looking at holding that
up, you are also looking at the polling places, the election
inspectors -- because they send the post cards out to each one of
them and consequently all of this gets held up at this time, so that
the bottom line is, if this has to be done, in order to go forward
with anything from there, she said by July 9th they are supposed to
have .•• or July 8th rather they are supposed to have new enrollment
books with all of the people indicated in their districts to the
State. Ms. Galvin asked how they can do that if they do not have
anything in writing showing what the county districts are. Ms.
Newkirk said she does not know what the procedures are as far as the
County Board of Elections. Supervisor Ringler said what you are
telling ..• Councilwoman Galvin said how can we vote on county
districts when the Board of Elections does not have anything from the
county saying that these are definitely what it is. Supervisor
Ringler said we received a letter from the Board of Elections, did we
not telling us to do this. Ms. Newkirk said she did not receive a
letter. Supervisor Ringler asked what the letter was that she showed
to him this morning. Ms. Newkirk asked what letter. Supervisor
Ringler said telling you to get your enrollment books up to date or
something along those lines, or maps will be coming. He said Ms.
Newkirk received the maps from the County Board of Elections. Ms.
Newkirk said she got a copy of them and requested them by telephone
because she said to Ms. Ragowski will you send me a copy of the maps
that you are saying are the correct maps. Supervisor Ringler said if
Mr. Hoblock wants us to pay for the Board of Elections, he is going
to tell him ••• Attorney Kaplowitz said he would probably want 15
more employees.

Supervisor Ringler said the bottom line is he is concerned about
the people in the Town of Bethlehem and having the opportunity to
vote and get their names on the petitions and so forth. He said to
do this, this work has to go forward even though the people at the
hierarchy do not seem to be passing the information down correctly.
He said the decisions have been made at the county legislature, they
have passed them, the Board of Elections has said that the maps they
have given us are the maps they want it done by and again, his
feeling is that we should go ahead and reevaluate this for next
year. He said we are acting in good faith and we are concerned about
our residents and what more could people ask us for. He said he
agrees that these squiggles as a result of the legislative districts
look a little silly but again, he does not think anyone is getting
hurt by the proposal. He said he is concerned with polling places,
convenience of voting and things like that and he said he does not
think they have violated that in any form or manner. He asked if
there were any other thoughts.

Councilman Gunner said not a thought but just a clarification
for himself. He asked if what you are saying is that we will go
ahead with the ones Mike presented at the Town Board meeting,
however, so that the petitions will be known and the people will all
get a chance to vote. He said that sounds logical. Attorney
Kaplowitz said among other things, one of the reasons for doing this
timely, is the Board of Elections is required to notify every single
one of those voters where their polling place is, in many cases it
will be new polling places.

Councilwoman Galvin said one of her concerns is that if we adopt
something now and then change it next year, we are really going to
confuse them. Mr. Gunner said that is his second point, if we do
this and it obliges us to let the public know why we have done it and
that it will be done to conform in the future and whatever that

19~



1~4 I
I
I

I
I

date ••• the group wants to set. Ms. Galvin said ~anuary 15th lis the
day it has to be filed by. Mr. Gunner said by Ja~uary 15th. I
Supervisor Ringler said again, that is a determin~tion, you k~ow, he
said let's get a sense on that --. Sheila has made la point thatl she
would like to see the numbers more equitably dist~ibuted -- i~the
Board concurs with that, then we review it. counq.ilwoman Gal in said
it is not just numbers more equitably distributed,! it is foll ing
the requirements of the Election Law on the bound~ry lines of the
districts and also ••• su.pervisor R.ingler said as. ~e underst.oo~. that,
there is a question in the 12th and 26th. She sa~d there are a
couple of others, she didn't belabor this. super~isor Ringle said
what you ar~ saying is that it follows a street a~d Mike is s,ying it
follows a street but 500 feet from the street and jwhether or qot that
is technically correct. Ms. Galvin said what it ~ery careful~y tells
us is that it is not supposed to be ••• it is supp~sed to be r~adily

apparent and visible not by means of mechanical d~vice. Supe~visor
Ringler asked in these particular areas where tha~ follows, a~en't
there ravines behind the areas that basically•••• [Ma. Galvin ,aid
no. Mr. Cirillo said the intent in some areas were that but ~he

individuala.would be one street. He said in othe~ words, the houses
on both sides would be in one district rather tha~ go down th center
line, the neighbors across the street in being inranother dis~rict.

He said that is why they picked a rear pro~erty l~ne, for ins~ance
100 foot back, that is why it went that way. He ~aid that is Ithe
existing districts, they have been that way -- li~e he said, ~e are
not doing anything new. Attorney Kaplowitz said ~hat is pref~rable
to splitting it down the middle of the street if you can avoi it, he
would think. Ms. Galvin said lots of them do tho~gh and that is the
Election Law directive. Councilman Gunner said t~e only poss bility
of impact anywhere in the ability to people to vo~e for whom hey
want or to become candidates, is within the parti~s that are
represented within these districts that Mike drewJ He said h~ was
not giving you ownership but ••• Attorney Kaplowi~z said he dqes not
even know how the Democratic party operates, he h~s no idea o~ what
they do. Supervisor Ringler said these numbers h~ve been dis~ersed

over the years and they have not seemed to have a (problem wit it.
Councilman Gunner said but if what you said earli~r, Bernie, hat it
is in the by-laws, he would assume ••• Attorney Kap,.,.lOwitz said~it is
in the Committee By-laws, local or state or somet~ing. Mr. G nner
asked what it was for this Town. Attorney Kaplowitz said the e is no
such thing. He said they stop at the County line; Mr. Gunne said
it dOBS ••• it could affect the committee votes. ~ttorney Kap~owitz
said the oommittee operate. under the county rule', the Town I
committee operates under the county rules. Mr. G~nner asked ~f that
was in the by-laws. Attorney Kaplowitz said yes.! Ms. Galvinlsaid it
does not always follow weighted votes. Mr. Gunne* said but i~ that
is in the by-laws ••• Ms. Galvin said we do not haye anything ~hat

says that, the county committee does but the Town Idoes not. 4ttorney
Kaplowitz said the Town does not have any rules b+cause the l~w does
not recognize towns political committees. He sai~ every I
committeeman, republican, democratic or what elseiis a county~
committee person. Mr. Gunner said he sees.. Mr. *.aplowitz sa d that
is why we have county committee 'rules. He said if you were t look
in the Election Law, he is pretty sure you will ft'nd there is no
mention of the Town committeemen but there is men.,.i.on of countY
committees. He said that is where as low as you ?O, so to sp ak.

I
Attorney Kaplowitz said the Election Law is ~ritten so n!bOdY

can understand it and he does not say it jokingly~ Superviso
Ringler said you 3 attorneys what we were in tOday or two att rneys.
Mr. Kaplowitz said if you could talk to people whp work in th
legislature on it, they want the two major partie. to have a tew
people who understand it and absolutely nd,bOdY el~eto understand
it. He said he is telling you that is intentiona~, they do nft want
liberals, conservatives to understand it or minor! parties or fOO many
republicans, just themselves to understand it andl reading it ~s a
challenge. "

i
, I

Councilman Gunner said he is amazed when he !listens to tllings
like that, how the state and federal government e~ist and if ~his
happens at this local level, he is very happy he pan be learn~nqso
much at this point in his life, but he hal! learne~ there is a lot of
confusion. counC.ilwoman Puller asked Mr. ,Gunner.J:".. o.identifY or her
what he has learned. Mr. Gunner said he has leaL~.ect that the
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beginning is not the end and that the end is not the beginning but
when you go to the beginning you have to get to the end or you can go
backwards and go from the end to the beginning. Mr. Kaplowitz said
he has a lot of squeezing in to do in a few years. Mrs. Fuller said
she agreed'with him.

Supervisor Ringler asked the Board what they would like to do.
Councilman Webster said it would not be to our benefit to use Mike's
districts as such and maybe combine the 12th and 26th, would it.
Supervisor Ringler asked if they vote in the same place. Mr. Webster
and Ms. Galvin said no. Mr. webster said they are both small
districts but •.• Supervisor Ringler noted, Mr. Webster was saying
eliminate one district. Mr. Webster said eliminating one district
for now, yes, until we redo it. Councilwoman Fuller asked if that
was the 12th and 26th. Mr. Webster said yes. supervisor Ringler
said he was looking at the wrong map, he was looking at Ms. Galvin's
map. Ms. Galvin said she did that to confuse him. Mr. Webster said
the 12th has only has 380 and 26 only has 180. Attorney Kaplowitz
said 180 is awfully small. Ms. Galvin said the 180 adjoins the 300
and some odd. Councilman Webster said if we combine, temporarily,
the 12th and 26th. Ms. Newkirk noted that there would be the
elimination of a number if we do that. Supervisor Ringler said they
will have to renumber everything. Ms. Galvin said no because 26 is
just next to ••• Mr. Webster said 27 becomes 26. Ms. Galvin said it
would just make 27, 26. Ms. Newkirk said you are eliminating a
number. Mr. Webster said you eliminate 27 and move it up one and 26
becomes 12. Attorney Kaplowitz asked, you are eliminating a
district. Ms. Newkirk said yes, if you do as Mr. Webster suggested.
Mr. Webster said that is what you would be doing. Ms. Newkirk said
if you combine 12 and 26, you are eliminating one election district.
Mr. Webster said he was just looking at the small numbers. Attorney
Kaplowitz said he hated to see the Board eliminating a district.
Supervisor Ringler noted the 12th votes at the high school and the
26th votes over at Slingerlands Grade School. Mr. Webster said you
already have 2 at the high school. Councilman Webster said it was
just a suggestion, if not, go with the way it was, he did not care.

There was a discussion of the numbers and districts by everyone
in attendance. Supervisor Ringler said ladies and gentlemen, there
is another possibility here that will not take a lot of work from
what Mike tells him. He said it might give a little more to the
26th, if that is what you are trying to do at this point in time as
being the smallest district. He said of course, it makes a more
interesting diagram for you to look at. Ms. Galvin asked if it had
ears. Mr. Ringler said he did not know but he asked Mr. Cirillo to
tell the Board. Mr. Cirillo said this is the legislative line here,
Font Grove Road to railroad down to 85 and this was the portion that
was cut out from number 1 because of the county line, that was
applied to the 15th. He said the 26th is indicated at its low
numbers, we could come up to New Scotland Avenue where it comes up to
now and wrap around and come over to the Font Grove Road railroad
tracks, down the railroad tracks, apply this which may add another
couple hundred. Councilwoman Galvin said that would probably roughly
add 400 to 450 voters. Mr. Cirillo said to the 26th. Ms. Galvin
said the 486. Mr. Cirillo said this would take them away from the
15th and that at this stage of the game -- he did not know where
Kathy is as far as -- Supervisor Ringler asked Mr. Cirillo what that
did to him. He said there is an awful lot of work in process here,
that is the only problem. Ms. Galvin said that is easier than
eliminating a district. Ms. Newkirk said she has not touched the
enrollment books so it is just the street index that would have to be
altered. Councilman Webster said that sounds good. Supervisor
Ringler said basically, what you would be doing, as he understands it
because you mentioned it to him, is it was coming from the 1st to the
15th because the 26th wraps around here, give that to the 26th that
will bring that very low one of 185 up to 600 or 700. Attorney
Kaplowitz said that is better than eliminating one. Supervisor
Ringler said he is concerned about doing away with a district and
polling place. Councilwoman Galvin said she thinks we should be
adding to them, not eliminating them. Councilman Webster said that
sounds good. Attorney Kaplowitz said you a+e talking about 30, there
is no point in dropping a district. Mr. Webster said that sounds
good. Mrs. Fuller said fine, that is a much better idea.
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Supervisor Ringler said he would like to off~r a motion ~at
we •.• Councilman Gunner had a questioned but S4i9,:., he WOUld,l~lke to
hear the motion and then make a motion.

supervisor Ringler said the motion would be ~o proceed a~d

authorize Mr. Cirillo's districts with the change ithat is bei

1
9

suggested and he can identify that for the record !specificall before
he finishes and that is basically it -- that we a~prove these. He
said if the Board wishes to they can add a caveat ~o that ••• ~nd also
that the 24th be investigated with the County to ~e insured t~at that
is correct. Attorney Kaplowitz said he did not t~ink you nee~ that
in the motion. He said just have Mr. Cirillo do ~t. council~an

Webster saia we should do that anyway. The super~isor said t~e
motion could say to change the 24th according to aCounty lin .
,Councilwoman Galvin said if they can figure out w~,:ere they me nt it
to run. i

: I
Councilman Gunner said so, however, the peopie are going Ito be

voting in districts this year that will be differ~,nt, conceivJblY,
from the following year. Supervisor Ringler said Isome are.
Councilman Gunner said many, maybe. Supervisor R4ngler said es,
from the previous year you mean. Mr. Kaplowitz S4,id yes. co~ncilman
Gunner said well, from what we vote now. Superviqor Ringler 1aid
this was right. coun,cilwoman Fuller said no, he ~,s talking aiout if
we change it again. Councilman Gunner said they ~re going to get
changed now, they are going to get changed again. f Supervisor IRingler
said if the Board is so inclined. Mr. Gunner sai4 if the Boa~ is so
inclined to ••• if they go along with what you jUs~ did in the
resolution. supervisor Ringler said he did not s~y anything out
changing again in that motion incidentally. He s1id that is later
decision. Councilwoman Fuller said he is only taiking about 1r.
Cirillo's motion. Supervisor Ringler said all weiare talking about
basically apProving these with that change and l~k at that.
councilman Gunner said so now if we do change the~ again afte~ this
and we do it by January 15, there is plenty of le~way there ~fore

the people get notified, but he was just concerne4 to make su e the
people were notified that there could be another qhange comin in
some way or another, he did not know how You coul~ do that.
Supervisor Ringler said whenever it is changed, t~ey are noti~ied.
He said they get a written notification. He said!he guessed ~hat as
he thinks of this, he does not know when it is mote proper tol
change. He said he knows we could straighten som. things out~1 a
oouple thing. that Councilwoman Galvin wanted to ~oOk at but, e is
also thinking that we have a couple subdivisions 9nmaps and 0 forth
that may proceed, that we may want to even,' wait tfo years, 'he/did, now
know. He said the Board ••• he does not know if tbe Board has to
decide that today or not. He said you may: want t~ give it so!e
leeway and look at it in a couple years, ypu may ~ant to do i next
year, he did not know how important it is that wei look at at his
point in time. Mr. Ringler said Ms. Galvin feelslwe should, f the
rest, if the major again feels that we should an,d1he could go either
way on that one. He said he does not have a probtem with doig that
but, you are right, if we do do, it, there are people that wilt have
conceivably over a three year period, three diffetent distric s.
Councilwoman Galvin said she thinks that is sometbiog that we oan
look at very carefully because when she did the r.draw that w B done
very quickly again, most of the polling places di~ not change ,Host
of the people could vote in their old polling plapes, Hs. Gal in
noted. Councilman Webster said the district nUmb~r changed, hat is, [
all. Hs. Galvin said she changed the district nu~ers strict y for
convenience going from 1 down so we would not get[confused. '
Supervisor Ringler said that is a point, just bec~use their d strict
changes, that does not mean the polling place charges. Counc lwdman
Galvin said it does not necessarily mean it chang~s. Counoil an
Gunner said that helps beoause his polling place~id change.
supervisor Ringler said over in his area they ch~g. regularl
between the fire house and the middle school. '
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Supervisor Ringler asked if anyone would like to offer the
motion. The motion was offered by Mrs. Fuller and seconded by Ms.
Galvin that the proposed redistricting be approved with the change
indicated in District 26. The motion was passed by the following
vote:

Ayes: Mr. Ringler, Mr. Webster, Mr. Gunner, Ms. Galvin,
Mrs. Fuller.

Noes: None.

The motion was made by Ms. Galvin and seconded by Mrs. Fuller to
adjourn the special Town Board Meeting at 2:45 p.m. The motion was
passed by the following vote:

Ayes: Mr. Ringler, Mr. Webster, Mr. Gunner, Ms. Galvin,
Mrs. Fuller.

Noes:. None .
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