
  

David E. VanLuven 
Town Supervisor 
 
Michael E. Cohen 
Comptroller 
 
Theresa Ungerer 
Chief Accountant 

TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
Albany County - New York 

Comptroller’s Office 
445 DELAWARE AVENUE 

DELMAR, NEW YORK 12054 
(518) 439-4955 x1126 
Fax: (518) 475-0520 

Email: mcohen@townofbethlehem.org 

                 

      

 

  

How the County Budget Affects You: 
 
Albany County reports the assessed value in Town as their total equalized value, meaning the total 
assessed value per each municipality adjusted by the equalization rate in the second chart below. 

 
 

 
 
So the $2.8378 per $1,000 in assessed value doesn’t specifically apply to any County municipalities. 
 



 
 
 

  

The current County Assessment for Bethlehem is $3,922,935,366. In order to get our share of the tax levy, 
we have to “gross up” the number by dividing by the equalization rate of 75%: 
 

$3,922,935,366 Town's Recorded County Assessed Value 
75% Equalization Rate     

$5,230,580,488 Bethlehem Equalized Value   
 
The Bethlehem Equalized Value is divided into the total equalized value for the county (table 1): 
 

$5,230,580,488 Bethlehem Equalized Value for County     
$35,151,732,099 Total Albany County Equalized Assessed Value 

0.1488001 Bethlehem % Share of County Taxes   
 
This percentage is applied to the tax levy to come up with what Bethlehem residents will pay for County 
Taxes: 

0.1488001 Bethlehem % Share of County Taxes 
            $99,752,250  County Tax Levy (Unchanged from prior 2 years) 
            $14,832,142 Bethlehem's County Tax Levy 

 
Now we come full circle and apply this against our ACTUAL Recorded County Assess Value (see above): 
 

$14,832,142 Bethlehem County Tax Levy       
     $3,922,935,366 Town's Recorded County Assessed Value (Not Equalized) 

$3.78088 Town's Tax Rate for County = Tax Levy/Assessed Value/1000 

$2.8378 County Reported Tax Rate       
$0.9431 Difference in Actual Tax Rate to Reported       

 
For Bethlehem residents the tax rate last year was $3.696557. 
 

$3.78088 Town's Tax Rate for County     
$3.696557 Prior year Town Tax Rate for County     
$0.084323 Difference     

$22.01 Average Increase on a $261K assessed home     
2.28% Actual Percentage Increase for the Town     

 
Therefore, due to changes in the housing market, and the fact that Bethlehem homes are rising in value 
faster than most of the County, residents will see a $22 increase [on a property assessed at $261K] despite 
the County holding their property tax levy flat. 
 


