Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii) Identification

TRADE IN
Japanese Barberry
(Berberis thunbergii)

Japanese Barberry is a deciduous, spiny shrub
with yellowish bark.
Use the information below to help you
determine if you have this plant growing in
your yard.
Stems & Branches: Japanese Barberry stems are
brown, with deep grooves and a sharp, single spine
at every node.

Leaves: Leaves are simple, oval and have smooth
margins which taper at the base. They are found in
clusters of approximately 2 to 6 leaves located above
each thorn. Leaves range in color from green to red
to purple.

Flowers: Pale yellow flowers emerge from the leave
axils, either as a solitary flower or in groups of 2 to 4.
They have 6 petals, 6 sepals, and 6 stamen.

Fruit/Seed: The fruits are vibrant red berries that
grow on thin stalks. They mature at the end of
summer and persist throughout the winter.

Threats/Damage/Reason to Remove: Japanese

Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii) Removal

barberry poses a clear risk to New York's economy, ecological
well-being and/or human health and will be listed as prohibited
under section 575.3 under 6 NYCRR Part 575 Prohibited and
Regulated Invasive Species
It can form dense stands in hardwood forest understories. Such
stands cover large areas and compete with native plants for
space, nutrients, and light. Barberry populations can also
change forest soil characteristics by increasing pH levels and
nitrification rates.
According to recent studies by scientists Jeffrey Ward and Scott
Williams at the Connecticut Agriculture and Experiment Station
(CAES), eliminating stands of Japanese Barberry from forested
areas can reduce the number of Lyme disease-infected ticks on
the property by 80%.

To Remove: Plants may be pulled or dug in the spring when they are easy to identify. Roots are shallow but
tough, so a hoe, weed wrench or mattock should be used to uproot the bush and all connected roots. Heavy
gloves should be worn for protection from the shrub’s spines.
Note: Just cutting the plant will not control it. Since Japanese barberry grows as a clump of semi-wooded
stems, or ramets, that emerge from a basal root crown, it will quickly grow new sprout if just cut. Make sure to
remove all roots and stem fragments to ensure no re-sprouting.

GREEN UP
Native Alternatives Available at Trade-In Event
Note:
Species for
trade are
subject to
change or
may have
limited
availability.
The species
listed are
not
guaranteed
to be
available.

Eastern Ninebark
Physocarpus
opulifolius’diabolo’
or ‘summer wine’

Bush Cinquefoil
Potentilla
fruticosa

New Jersey Tea
Ceanothus
americanus

Dwarf Fragrant
Sumac
Rhus aromatica
‘Gro-Low’
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